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COULD  I  have  commanded  circumftancei 
with  a  wilh,  1  know  nof  of  any  that  would 
have  more  generally  promoted  the  progrefi  of 
knowledge,  than  the  late  Proclamatfon,  and  th^ 
numerous  rotten  Borough  and  Corporation  Ad- 
dreffes  thereon.  They  have  not  only  fervcd  at 
advertlfements,  but  they  have  excited  a  fpirit  of 
enquiry  into  principles  of  government,  and  a  dc- 
fire  to  read  the  rights  of  man,  in  places, 
where  that  fpirit  and  that  work  were  befiwe  un- 
known. 

The  people  of  England,  wearied  and  ftunned 
with  parties,  and  alternately  dcceivej  by  each.  Had 
almoft  refigned  the  prerogadve  of  thinking.  Even 
curiofity  had  expired,  and  a  univerfal  langour 
had  fpread  itfelf  over  the  land.    The  oppofition 
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4  LETTER  TO  THE  ADDRESSERS, 

was  vifibly  no  other  that  a  contcfl;  for  power, 
whilft.  the  mafs  of  the  nation  ftood  torpidly  by  as 
the  prize. 

In  this  hopclcfs  ftate  of  things,  the  Firft  Part  of 
RIGHTS  OF  MAN  made  its  appearance.  It  had  to 
combat  with  a  ftrange  mixture  of  prejudice  and 
indifference  j  it  ftood  expofed  to  every  fpecies  of 
nfcwfpaper  abufe;  and  befides  this,  it  had  to  remove 
the  obftruftions  which  Mr.  Burke's  rude  and  out- 
rageous attack  on  the  French  Revolution  had  art-> 
fully  raifed. 

But  how  eafily  does  even  the  mpft  illiterate 
reader  diftinguifh  the  fpontaneous  fenfations  of 
tlie  heart,  from  the  laboured  produdions  of  the 
brain.  Truth,  whenever  it  can  fully  appear,  is 
a  thing  fo  naturally  familiar  to  the  mind,  that  an 
acquaintance  commences  at  firft  fight.  No  ar- 
tificial light,  yet  difcovered,  can  difplay  all  the 
.  properties  of  day-light  j  fo  neither  can  the  beft 
invented  ftdion  fill  the  mind  with  every  con- 
vidbion  which  truth  begets. 

To  overthrow  Mr.  Burke's  fallacious  work  was 
fcarcely  the  operation  of  a  day.  Even  the  pha- 
knx  of  Placemen  and  Penfioners,  who  had  given 
the  tone  to  the  multitude,  by  clamouring  forth 
his  political  fame,  became  fuddenly  filentj  and 
the  final  event  to  himfelf  has  been,  that  as  he 
rofc  like  a  rocket,  he  fell  like  the  ftick. 

It  feldom  happens,  that  the  mind  refts  fatisfied 
with  the  fimple  dete6lion  of  error  or  impofition. — 
Once  put  into  motion,  that  ipotion  foon  becomes 

accelerated. 


ON  THE  tATE  FROCLAMATION.       S 
«celer«ed:   »h«e  it  tod   intended  to  llop^J 
difcovcrs  ne«re.fons  to  proceed,  and  renews  and 
continues  tl,e  purfuit  far  beyond  tl.e  to'"  "  ?* 
prefcribed  to  itfelf.-Tl,us  it  l>as  '"PP'"-^^'  »  *= 
Lple  of  England.    Fronn  a  d.te&on  of  Mr. 
Burke's  incol«rent  rhapfodies,  and  d.ftorted  fafts. 
they  began  an  enquiry  into  firft  pnnc,pks  of  Go- 
vernment, »hi«l  himfelf.  like  an  objed  left  far 
behind,  became  invifible  and  forgotten. 

Much  as  the  Firft  Part  of  rights  of  m*k 
impreffed  at  its  firft  appearance,  the  progreffive 
„i„d  foon  difcovered  ttot  it  did  not  go  far  enough 
It  deteaed  errors,  it  expofed  abfurdiuesi  .t  Ihook 
the  fabric  of  political  fuperftitioni  .t  generated 
„e«  ideas ,  but  it  did  not  produce  a  regular  ftftem 
of  principles  in  the  roorn  of  thofe  wh.ch  ,.  d.f- 
pla«d.    And,  if  I  may  guefs  at  the  mmd  of  t^e  . 
Lcmn^nt-party,  they  beheld  «-»" '-;?3f . 
gale  that  would  foon,  blow  over   and  tHey  forbo«. 
m  failors  in  threatening  weather,  to  wh.ftle,  left 
Aeylhouldencreafe  the  wind.    Every  thmg.  on. 
their  part,  was  profound  fUence. 

When  the  Second  Part  of"  r.ohts  of  mas. 
..  cMmng  PrimfU  and  PraSU>."  was  prepar- 
ina  to  appear,  they  affeaed,  for  a  wh.k.  to^aft 
wUh  the  rLe  policy  as  before ,  but  finding  the.r 
filence  had  no  more  influence  in  ftiUing  the  pro- 
B,«6  of  the  work,  than  it  would  have  in  ftoppjng 
L  progref.  of  time,  they  changed  their  plan. 
.„d;ffeaed  to  treat  it  with  clamorous  contemp^. 
The  Speech-making  PUccmen  and  P^f""^^ 
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•  LETTER  TO  THE  ADDRESSERS, 

and  Place-expeftanti,  in  both  Houfcs  of  Parlia- 
ment, the  Outs  as  well  as  the  Ins,  reprefented  it  as 
a  filly,  infignificant  performance  j  as  a  work  inr 
capable  of  producing  any  effcft  j  as  fomething, 
which  they  were  furc  the  good  fenfe  of  the  people 
would  either  dcfpife  or  indignantly  fpurn  $  but  fuch 
was  the  overftrained  awkwardnefs  with  whifh  they 
harangued  and  encouraged  each  other,  that  in  the 
very  aft  of  declaring  their  confidence  they  betrayed 

their  fears. 

As  moft  of  the  rotten  Borough  Addreffers  are 
obfcured  in  holes  and  corners  throughout  the 
country,  and  to  whom  a  newfpaper  arrives  as  rarely 
as  an  almanac,  they  moft  probably  have  not  had 
the  opportunity  of  knowing  how  diis  part  of  the 
farce  (the  original  prelude  to  all  the  Addreffes) 
has  been  afted.  For  their  informatron,  I  will 
fu(|)end  a  while  the  more  ferious  purpoft  of  my 
Letter,  and  entertain  them  with  two  or  three 
Speeches  in  the  laft  Scffion  of  Parliament,  which 
will  fervc  them  for  politics  till  Parliament  meets 

ag^Df 

You  muft  know.  Gentlemen,  rfiat  the  Second 
Part  of  RIGHTS  OF  MAN,  (the  bbok  againft  which 
you  have  been  prefenting  Addreffes,  though,  it  is 
moft  probable,  that  many  of  you  did  not  know  it) 
w^s  to  have  come  out  precifely  at  the  time  that  Par- 
liament laft  met.  It  happened  not  to  be  publilhed 
fill  a  few  days  after.  But  as  it  was  very  well  known 
that  the  book  would  fhortly  appear,  the  parliamen- 
tary Orators  entered  into  a  very  cordial  coalition  to 
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ON  THE  LATE  PROCLAMATION.       7 

cry  the  book  down,  and  they  began  their  attack  by 
crying  up  the  bUffings  of  the  Conftitution. 

Had  it  been  your  fate  to  have  been  there,  you 
could  not  but  have  been  moved  at  the  heart-and- 
pockets-felt  congratulations  that  paflcd  between 
all  the  parties  on  this  fubjeft  oibleffingsi  foe  the 
Outs  enjoy  places  and  penfions  and  finecurcs  at' 
well  as  the  7/ff,  and  are  as  devoutly  attached  t» 
thefirmofthehoufe. 

One  of  the  mod  confpicuous  of  this  motley 
groupe  is  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
who  calls  himfelf  Lord  Stormont.  He  is  alfo 
called  Juftice  General  of  Scotland,  and  Keeper  of 
Scoon  (an  oppofitioo  man)  and  he  draws  from 
the  public  for  thcfe  nominal  offices,  not  Icfs,  as  I- 
am  informed,  than  fix  thoufand  pounds  a  year* 
and  he  is,  moft  probably,  at  the  trouble  of  count- 
ing the  money,  and  figntng  a  receipt,  to  Ihew,  per- 
haps, that  he  is  qualified  to  be  Clerk  as  well  at 
Juftice.    He  fpokc  as  follows :  •  . 

"  That  we  ftiall  all  be  unanimous,  in  ex- 
•*  preflTing  our  attachment  to  the  conftitution  of 
"  thefe  realms  /  am  emfident.  It  is*  a  fubjeft 
*'  upon  which  there  can  be  no  divided  opinion 
«  in  this  boufe.  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  deep 
«  read  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Conftitution,  but 
"  ttake  upon  me  to  fay,  that  from  the  extent 
*«  of  my  knowledge  (for  I  bauejo  many  tboufands 
«  a  year  for  nothing)  it  appears  to  me,  that 
*»  from  the  period  of  the  Revolution,  for  it  wat 

•  See  hi»  Speech  in  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  Feb.  i. 
:  .  A  4        . 


'\ 


(C 


cc 


I         LETTER  TO  THE  ADDRESSERS, 

•«  by  no  means  created  then,  it  has  been,  both  in 
"  theory  and  pra£i$ce,  the  wi/eji  fyftem  that  ever  was 
"  formed.     I  never  was  (he  means  he  never  wr.s 
"  till  now)  a  dealer  in  political  cant.     My  life  has 
"  not  been  occupied  in  that  way^  but  the  fpecu- 
"  lations  of  late  years/eem  to  have  taken  a  turn^  for 
"  which  J  cannot  account.      When  I   came  into 
«*  public  life,  the  political  pamphlets  of  the  time,  , 
**  however  they  might  be  charged  with  the  heat 
**  and  violence  of  parties,   were   agreed  in  ex- 
**  tolling  the  r»dical  beauties  of  the  Conftitution 
"  itfclf.    I   remember    (he   means    he  has  for» 
gotton)  a  moft    captivating  eulogium    on   its 
charms  by  Lord  Bolingbrokc,  where  he  re- 
«*  commends  his  readers  to  contemplate  it  in  all 
«*  its  afpefts,  with  the  affurancc  that  it  would 
«  bcVound    more   eftimablc   the    more  it  was 
**  Jeen.    I  do  not  fecolleSt  his  precife  words,  but 
««  I  wifh  that  men  who  write  upon  thefe  fub- 
"  jefts  would  taRc  this  for  their  model,  inftcad 
«  of  the  political  pamphlets,  which  1  am  told, 
«  arc  now  in  circulation,   (fuch,   I  fuppofe,  as 
«  Rights  of  JW^«;— paftiphlets     which    I    have 
«  not  ready  and  whofe  purport  I   know  only  by 
«  report,  (he  means,  perhaps,  by  the  noife  they 
«  make.)    This,   however,    I    am     fure,   that 
"  pamphlets    tending    to    unfettle    the    public 
"  reverence  for  the  conftitution,  will  have  very 
«  little  influence.    They  can  do  very  little  harm 
«  —for  (by  the  hye,  he  is  no  dealer  in  political 
«  cant)  the  EngUJh  are  afober-thinking  people,  and 
"  are  more  intelligent,  morefolid,  worefteady  in  their 
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ON  THE  LATE  PROCLAMATION.       9 

**  opinions,  than  any  people  lever  had  the  fortune  to 
"fee.  (This  is  pretty  well  laid  on,  thorgh,  for  a 
**  new  beginner.)  But  if  there  fhould  ever  come 
"  a  time  when  the  propagation  of  thofe  dodrines 
"  (hould  agitate  the  public  mind,  I  am/«n',  for 
"  every  cne  of  your  Lorddiips,  that  no  attack  will 
"  be  madtr  on  tlic  conftitution,  from  which  it  is 
"  truly /aid  that  ive  derive  all  our  profptrity,  with- 
**  out  raifing  every  one  of  your  Lord  (hips  to  its 
"  fupport.  It  will  then  be  found  that  there  is  no 
*'  difference  among  «x,  but  that  we  are  all  detcr- 
"  mined  iojland  or  fall  together,  in  defence  of  the 
"  incftimable  fyllem" — of  places  and  penlions. 

Alter  Stormont, .  on  the  oppofition  fiijc,  iat 
down,  up  rofe  another  noble  Lord  I  on  the  ipiniftc* 
rial  fide,  Grenville.  This  man  ought  to  be  as 
ftrong  in  the  back  as  a  mule,  or  t\ieftre  oi,k  rnule, 
or  it  would  crack  with  the  weight  of  places  and 
offices.  He  rofe,  however,  without  feeling  any  in- 
cumbrance, full  m^fter  of  his  weight;  and  thus 
laid  this  noble  Lord  to  t'other  noble  Lord  1 

«*  The  patriotic  and  manly  manner  in  which 
V  the  noble  Lord  has  declared  his  fentin)ents 
"  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  conftitution,  demands 
**  my  cordial  approbation.  The  noble  Vifcount 
"  has  proved^  that  however  we  may  differ  on  par- 
*<•  iicular  meafures^  amidft  all  the  jars  and  dif- 
«•  fonance  o^  parties,  we  are  unanimous  in  princi- 
*•  pie.  There  is  a  perfea  and  entire  confent  (be- 
««  tween  us)  in  the  love  and  maintenance  of  die 
**  conftitution  as  h«ppily  Jubfifting.     It  muft  ««- 
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««  doubtedly  give  your  Lordfliips  concern^  to  find, 
«*  that  the  time  h  cornel  (heigh  ho!)  when  there  is 
*•  propriety  in  thefe  cxpreffions  of  reg;Vrd  to  (o  I 
♦•  o  !  o  !)  THE  CONSTITUTION.  And  that  there 
**  are  men  (confound — their— po-li-tics)  who  dif- 
**  feminate  doftrines  hojiile  to  the  genuine  fpirit 
"  of  our  well  balanced  /yftenty  (it  is  certainly 
«*  well  balanced  when  both  fides  hold  places  and 
"  penfions  at  once.)  I  agree  with  the  noble  Vif- 
«'  count  that  they  have  not  (I  hope)  muckfuccejs, 
"  I  am  convinced  that  there  is  no  danger  to  be 
apprehended  from  their  attempts :  but  it  is  truly 
important  and  conjolatary  (to  us  place-men,  I  fup- 
pofej  to  know,  that  if  there  (hould  evfer  arife 
**  a  ferious  alarm,  there  is  but  one  Jpiritt  onejenje^ 
**  (and  thatfenfe  I  prefume  is  not  common  fenje)  and 
•*  one  determination  in  this  houfc." which  un- 
doubtedly is  to  hold  all  their  places  and  penfions 
as  long  as  they  can. 

Both  thofc  fpceches  (excepting  the  parts  cn- 
clofedin  parenthefes,  which  are  added  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  iUuftration)  are  copied  verbatim  from  the 
Morning  Chronicle  of  the  ift  of  February  latt  j 
and  when  the  fituation  of  the  fpeakers  is  confidcr- 
cd,  the  one  in  the  oppofition,  and  the  other  in  the 
miniftry,  and  both  of  them  livirjg  at  the  public  ex^ 
pence,  by  finecure,  or  nominal  places  and  ofii(irs> 
it  required  a  very  unbluftiing  front  to  be  able- 
to  deliver  them.  Can  thofc  men  feriouQy  fuppofe 
any  nation  to  be  fo  completely  blind  as  not  to 
fee  through  them  ?  Can  Stormont  imagine  that  the 
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ON  THE  LALE  PROCLAMATION. 
political  cant,  with  which  he  has  larded  his  ha- 
rangue, will  conceal  the  craft  ?  Does  he  not  know 
that  there  never  was  a  cover  large  enough  to  hide 
j'./v/r?  Or  canGrenville  believe,  that  his  credit  with 
the  public  encrcafes  with  his  avarice  for  places  ? 

But,  it'thefe  orators  will  accept  a  fcrvice  fronrr 
me,  in  return  for  the  allufions  they  have  made  to 
the  Rights  of  Many  I  will  make  a  fpeech  for  either 
of  them  to  deliver  on  the  excellence  of  the  confti- 
tution,  that  fhall  be  as  much  to  the  purpofe  as  ^ 
what  they  have  fpoken,  or  as  BoUnghroke's  capita 
vating  encomium.    Here  it  is. 

«  That  we  fhall  all  be  unanimous  in  cxpreffing 
our  attachment  to  the  conftitution,  I  am  confi- 
dent.    It  is,  my  Lords,  incomprehenfibly  good: 
but  the  great  wonder  of  all  is  the  wifdorti  j  for  i^l 
is,  my  Lords,  the  "joifeft  fyfiem  that  ever  was  formed. 
<  With  refped  to  us  noble  Lords,  though  the 
world  docs  not  know  it,  it  is  very  well  known  to; 
us,  that  wc  have  more  wifdom  than  we  know  what 
to  do  with ;  and  what  is  ftill  better,  my  Lords, 
wc  have  it  all  in  ftock.    I  defy  your  Lordfhips  to  » 
prove,  that  a  tittle  of  it  has  been  ufed  yetj  and  if 
we  do  but  go  on,  my  Lords,  with  the  frugality 
we  have  hitherto  done,  we  ihall  leave  to  our  heirs 
and  fucceflbrs,  when  we  go  out  of  the  world,  the 
whole  ftock  of  wifdom,  untouched,  that  w6  brought 
in;  and  dierc  is  no  doubt  but  they  will  follow  our 
example.    This,  my  Lords,  is  one  of  the  blefled 
cffefts  of  the  hereditary  fyftem^j  for  we  can  never 
•     •  '  be 
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be  without  wlfdorh  fo  long  as  we  keep  it  by  us,  and 

do  not  ufe  it. 

*  But,  my  l/>rds,  as  all  this  wifclom  is  heredi- 
tary property,  for  the  fole  benefit  of  us  and  our 
heirs,  and  as  it  is  neceflary  that  the  people  fhould 
know  where  to  get  a  fupply  for  their  own  ufe, 
the  excellence  of  our  conftitution  has  provided  a 
King  for  this  very  purpofe,  and  for  no  other.  But, 
my  Lords,  I  perceive  a  dcfcft  to  which  the  confti- 
tution is  fubjeft,  and  which  I  propofc  to  remedy  by 
bringing  a  bill  into  Parliament  for  that  purpofe. 

*  The  conftitution,  my  Lords,  out  of  delicacy, 
I  prefume,  has  left  it  as  a  matter  of  choice  to  a 
King  whether  he  will  be  wife  or  not.    It  has  nor, 
I  mean,  my  Lords,  infifted  upon  »  as  a  conftitu- 
*  ^onal  point,  which,  I  conceive,  it  ought  to  have  , 
done  \  for  I  pledge  myfclf  to  your  Lordfhips  to 
prove,  and  that  with  true  patriotic  boldnefst  that  he 
has  »ff  choice  in  the  matter.    The  bill,  my  Lords, 
giat  I  fliall  bring  in  will  be  to  declare,  that  the 
conftitution,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing thereof,  does  not  inveft  the  King  with  this 
choice ;  our  anceftors  were  too  wife  to  do  that ; 
and,  in  order  to  prevent  any  doubts  that  might 
othcrwife  arife,  I  Ihall  prepare,  my  Lords,  an  cnaft- 
Jog  claufe,  to  fix  the  wifdom  of  Kings,  by  aft  of 
Parliament-,  and  then,  my  Lords,  our  Conftitiition 
wil'  be  the  wonder  of  the  world  ! 

Wifdom,  my  Lords,  is  the  one  thing  needful ; 
-  but  that  there  may  be  no  miftake  in  this  matter, 

and 
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ON  THE  LATE  PROCLAMATION.  13 
and  that  we  may  proceed  confiftemljr  with  the  true 
wifdom  of  the  conftitution,  I  fhall  propofc  a  tertam 
criterion,  w.xrcby  the  exaSl  quantity  of  wifdom  ne- 
ceiTary  for  a  King  may  be  known.  [Here  fliculd 
be  a  cry  of  Hear  him  !  Hear  him !] 

«  It  is  recorded,  my  Lords,  in  the  Statutes  at 
Large  of  the  Jews,  "  a  book,  my  Lords,  which  I 
«'  have  not  read,  and  whofe  purport  I  know  only 
««  by  report,"  but  perhaps  the  bench  of  Bifhops  can 
recolleSl  fometbing  about  it,  that  Saul  gave  the  moft 
convincing  proofs  of  royal  wifdom  before  he  was 
made  a  King,  for  be  was  fent  to  feek  bis  father's 
ajfes,  and  be  could  not  find  tbem. 

«  Here,  my  Lords,  we  have,  moft  happily  for 
us,  a  cafe  in  point:  This  precedent  ought  to  be 
cftablilhed  by  aft  of  Parliament;  and  every  King, 
before  he  be  crowned,  ihould  be  fent  to  feck  his 
father^s  affes,  and  if  he  cannot  find  them,  he  fball 
be  declared  wife  enough  to  be  King,  according  to 
the  true  meaning  of  our  excellent  conftitution.  AIT, 
therefore,  my  Lords,  that  will  be  ncceffary  to  be 
done,  by  the  cnaaing  claufe  that  I  (hall  bring  m, 
will  be  to  inveft  the  King  before-hand  with  the 
quantity  of  wifdom  neceffary  for  this  purpofe,  left 
he  (liould  happen  not  to  poflefs  it;  and  this,  my 
Lords,  we  can  do  without  making  ufe  of  any  of 

our  own. 

«  We  further  read,  my  Lords,  in  the  feid  Statutes 
at  Large  of  the  Jews,  that  Samuel,  who  certainly 
was  as  mad  as  any  Man-of-Righis-Man  now  a-days. 
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(hear  him  1  hear  him!)  was  highly  difplcafed,  and 
even  exafpcrated.  at  the  propofal  of  the  Jews  to 
have  a  King,  and  he  warned  them  againft  it  with 
all  that  aflurance  and  impudence  of  which  he  was 
mafter.  I  have  been,  my  Lords,  at  the  trouble  of 
going  all  the  way  to  Paternofter-roWt  to  procure  an 
cxtrad  from  the  printed  copy.  I  was  told  that 
I  (hould  meet  with  it  there,  or  in  Amen-corner,  for 
I  was  then  going,  my  Lords,  to  rummage  for  it 
among  the  curiofities  of  "the  Antiquarian  Society.— ^ 
I  will  read  the  extract  to  your  Lordfliips,  to  (hew 
bow  little  Samuel  knew  of  the  matter. 

*The  extraftjmy  Lords,  is  from  i  Samuel^  chap.  %. 

•*  And  Samuel  told  all  the  words  of  the  Lord 
**  unto  the  people,  that  aiked  of  him  a  King. 

**  And  he  faid,  this  will  be  the  manner  of  the 
"  King  that  fliaU  reign  over  you :  he  will  take 
**  your  fons,  and  appoint  them  for  himfelf,  for 
**  his  chariots,  and  to  be  his  horfemen ;  and  fom? 
**  (hall  run  before  his  chariots. 

«  And  he  will  appoint  him  captains  over  thou* 
"  fands,  and  captains  over  fifties,  and  will  fet  them 
**  to  ear  his  ground,  and  to  reap  his  harve(l,  and 
f<  to  make  his  inftruments  of  war,  and  inftruments 
**  of  his  chariots. 

"  And  he  will  take  your  daughters  to  be  confec- 
f*  tionaries,  and  to  be  cooks,  and  to  be  bakers. 

**  And  he  will  take  your  fields,  and  your  vine- 
•*  yards,  and  your  olive-yards,  even  the  beft  of 
**  them,  and  give  them  to  his  fervants. 

*«  And 
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"  And  he  will  take  the  tenth  of  your  feed,  and 
"  of  your  vineyards,  and  give  to  his  officers,  and 
*^  to  his  fcrvants. 

«  And  he  will  take  your  men-fervants,  and  your 
*»  maid-fervants,  and  your  goodiieft  young  men, 
f*  and  your  affes,  and  put  them  to  his  work. 

"  And  he  will  take  the  tenth  of  your  Iheep,  and 
**  ye  (hall  be  his  fervants. 

«  And  ye  (hall  cry  out  in  that  day,  becaufe  of 
"  your  King,  which  ye  (hall  have  chofen  youj  and 
"  the  Lord  will  not  hear  you  on  that  day." 

*  Now,  my  Lords,  what  can  we  think  of  thi« 
man  Samuel  ?  Is  there  a  word  of  truth,  or  any 
thing  like  troth,  in  all  that  he  has  faid  ?  He  pre- 
>:ended  to  be  a  prophet,  or  a  wife  man,  but  has 
not  the  event  proved  him  to  be  a  fool,  or  an  incen- 
diary ?  Look  around,  my  Lords,  and  fee  if  any 
$hing  has  happened  that  he  pretended  to  foretell? 
Has  not  the  moft  profound  peace  reigned  through- 
out the  world  ever  fince  Kings  were  infafliion? 
Are  not,  for  example,  the  prcfent  Kings  of  Europe 
the  moft  peaceable  of  mankind,  and  the  Emprefi 
of  Ruffia  the  very  milk  of  human  kindnefs  I  It 
would  not  be  worth  having  Kings,  my  Lords,  if  it 
were  not  that  they  never  go  to  war, 

*  If  we  look  at  home,  my  Lords,  do  we  not  fee 
the  fame  things  here  as  are  feen  every  where  fclfe? 
Are  our  young  men  taken  to  be  horfemen,  or  foot 
foldiers,  any  more  than  in  Germany  or  in  Pruflia, 
or  in  Hanover  or  in  Hefle  ?  Are  not  our  failors  as 
fafc  at  laod  as  at  fea  ?  Arc  they  ever  dragged  from 
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their  homes,  like  oxen  to  the  flaughter-houfe,  to 
fcrvc  on  board  (hips  of  war  ?  When  they  return 
from  the  perils  of  a  long  voyage  with  the  merchant 
dize  of  diftant  countries,  does  not  every  man  fit 
down  under  his  own  vine  and  his  own  fig-tree; 
in  perfeft  fecuiity?  Is  the  tenth  of  our  feed  taken 
by  tax-gatherers,  or  is  any  part  of  it  given  to 
the  King's  fervants?  In  fliort,  is  not  tvery  thing 
as  free  from  taxes  as  the  light  from  Heaven! 

*  Ah !  my  Lords,  do  we  not  fee  the  bleiled  efFeft 
of  having  Kings  in  every  thing  we  look  at  ?  li 
not  the  G.  R.  or  the  broad  R.  ftampt  upon  every 
thing  ?  Even  the  (hoes,  the  gloves,  and  the  hats 
that  we  wear,  are  enriched  with  the  imprelTion,  and 
all  our  candles  blaze  a  burnt-offering, 

*  Befides  thefe  bleffings,  my  Lords,  that  cover 
us  from  the  fole  of  the  foot  to  tiiC  crown  of  the 
head,  do  we  not  fee  a  race  of  youths  growing  up 
to  be  Kings,  who  are  the  very  paragons  of  virtue? 
There  is  not  one  of  them,  my  Lords,  but  might  be 
trufted  with  untold  gold,  as  fafely  as  the  other. 
Are  they  not  **  morejober^  more  intelligent^  rnorefi- 
«*  ////,  more  fteady"  2Ln6.  withall,  more  learned,  more 
wife,  more  every  thing,  than  any  youths  we  "  ever 
«  had  the  fortune  to  fee,"  Ah !  my  Lords,  they  arc 
z  hopeful  family, 

«  The  bleffed  profpeft  of  fucceflion,  which  the 
nation  has  at  this  moment  before  its  eyes,  is  a 
moft  undeniable  proof  of  the  excellence  of  our 
conftitution,  and  of  the  bleffed  hereditary  fyftemi 
for  nothing,  my  Lords,  but  a  conftitution  founded 
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m  the  trued  and  pureft  wifdom,  could  admit  fuch 
heaven-born  and  heaven- taught  charadlers  into  the 
government. — Permit  me  now,  my  L.ords,  10  rcqtl 
your  attention  to  the  libellous  chapter  I  have  juft 
read  about  Kings.  I  mention  this,  my  Lords,  be- 
caufe  it  is  my  intention  to  move  for  a  bill  to  be 
brought  into  Parliament  to  expunge  that  chapter 
from  the  Qible,  and  that  the  Lord  Chancellor,  with 
the  afliftance  of  Che  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Dul<e  of 
York,  and  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  be  requef^ed  to 
write  a  chapter  in  the  room  of  it }  and  that  Mr.. 
Burke  do  fee  that  it  be  truly  canonical,  and  faith> 
fully  inferted.* — finis. 

If  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench 
ihould  chufe  to  be  the  orator  of  this  luminous  en- 
comium on  the  conftituiion,  I. hope  he  will,  get  it 
well  by  heart  before  he  attempt  to  deliver  it,  and 
not  to  have  to  apologize  to  Parliannent,  as  he  did 
in  the  cafe  of  Bolingbroke's  encomium,  for  for- 
getting his  Icflbn}  and,  with  i^is  admonition,  I 
leaye  him.  i  •   >  - 

Having  thus  informed  the '  Addreflers  of  what 
paflcd  at  the  nneeting  of  Parliament,  I  return  to 
take  up  the  fubjedb  at  the  part  where  I  brbke  off 
in  order  to  introduce  the  preceding  fpeeches. 

I  was  then  ftating,  thi^t  the  firft  policy  of  the 
Government  party  was  fllence,  and.  the  next,  cla- 
fnorous  contempt;  but  as  people  generally  choofe 
to  read  and  judge  for  themfelyes,  the  work  ftill 
rwent  on,  and  the  a^<5lation  of  contempt,  like 
the  fllence  that  preceded  ir,  paflfed  for  nothing. 
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Thus  foiled  in  their  fecond  fcheme,  their  evS 
genius,  like  a  will-with-a-wifp,  led  them  to  a 
third}  when  all  at  once,  as  if  it  had  been  unfolded 
to  them  by  a  fortune-teller,  or  Mr.  Dundas  had 
cKfcovercd  it  by  fecond  fight,  this  once  harmlefs, 
infignificant  book,  without  undergoing  the  altera- 
tion of  a  fingle  letter,  became  a  moft  wicked  and 
dangerous  Libel.  Tlx  whole  CaUnet,  like  a  fhip'» 
crew,  becanK  alarmed ;  all  hands  were  piped  upon 
deck,  as  if  a  confpiracy  of  elements  was  forming 
around  them,  and  out  came  the  Proclannation  and 
the  Profecution  j  and  Addref&s  fupplicd  the  place  of 
prayers. 

Ye  filly  fwains,  thouglit  I  to  myftl^  why  do  you 
torment  yourfelve;  thus  ?  The  rights  of  man  is 
ji  book  ctlmy  and  rationally  writtea;  why  then  are 
you  fo  difturbed  ?  Did  you  £ce  how  little  or  how 
fufpicious  fvich  condu^  makes  you  appear,  even 
cunning  alone,  had  you  no  other  faculty,  woukl 
hufli  you  into  prudence.  The  plans,  principles^ 
and  arguments,  contained  in  that  work,  arrplaced 
before  the  eyes  of  the 'nation,  and  of  the  wof4dj  in 
a  ftir,  open,  and  manly  nuinner,  and  ndthing  m(A« 
h  neceffary  than  to  refute  them.  Do  this,  and  the 
whole  is  done  J  but  if  ye  cannot,  fo  neither  canr 
ye  fupprefs  the  reading,  nor  convid  the  Author} 
for  that  Law,  in  the  opinion  of  all  good  men,, 
would  convia  itfelf,  that  fliouid  condeBHi  what 
cannot  be  refuted. 

Hating  now  fiicwn  the  Addricflers  the  HmM 
ftagcs  of  the  bufincfs,  prior  to  their  %^i^  called 
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tipon,  like  Caefar  in  the  Tyber,  crying  to  Caffius, 
«*  belpt  Cqjjius,  or  I  fink!"  I  next  come  to  remark 
on  the  policy  of  the  Government,  in  promoting 
Addrcffes  j  on  the  confcquences  naturally  rcfulting 
therefrom  j  and  on  the  condud  of  the  perfons  con- 
cerned. 

With  refpeft  to  the  policy*  it  evidently  carrio 
with  it  every  mark  and  feature  of  difguifed  fear. 
And  it  will  hereafter  be  placed  in  the  hiftory  of 
extraordinary  things,  that  a  pamphlet  Ihould  be 
produced  by  an  individyal,  unconneftcd  with  ai\y 
fed  or  party,  and  not  fc^ king  to  make  any,  and 
almoft  a  ftrangcr  in  the  land,  that  Ihould  cora- 
pleatly  frighten  a  whole  Qovernment,  and  that  in 
the  midft  of  its  moft  triumphant  fecurity.  Such  a 
circumftance  cannot  fail  to  prove,  tha^ither  th« 
pamphlet  has  irrefiftible  powers,  or  thPGovern- 
ment  very  extraordinary  defeds,  or  bothf  The 
Nation  exhibits  no  figns  of  fear  at  the  Rights  of 
Man  J  why  then  fliould  the  .Government,  unlefs 
the  JBtereft  of  the  two  are  really  oppofite  to  each 
other,  and  the  fecret  is  beginning  to  be  ktiown  ? 
That  there  are  two  diftind  claffes  of  men  in  the 
nation,  thofe  who  pay  taxes,  and  thofe  who  receive 
and  Uvc  upon  the  taxes,  is  evident  at  firft  fight; 
and  when  taxation  b  carried  to  excefs,  it  cannot 
£ul  to  difunite  thofe  two,  and  fomething  of  tbi» 
kind  is  now  beginning  to  appear. 

It  is  alfo  curious  to  obferve,  amidft  all  the  fume 

m^  buttle  about  Proclamations  and  Addreflfes, 

'  Jtept  up  by  a  few  noify  and  intercfted  men,  how 
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little  the  mafs  of  the  nation  fecm  to  care  about 
either.  They  appear  to  me,  by  the  indifference 
they  rhew,  not  to  believe  a  word  the  Proclamation 
contains  $  and  as  to  the  Addrefles,  they  travel  to 
London  with  the  filence  of  a  funeral,  and  having 
announced  their  arrival  in  the  Gazette,  are  depo- 
fited  with  the  afhes  of  their  predeceffors,  and  Mr. 
Dundas  writes  their  hicjaeet. 

One  of  the  beft  effefts  which  the  Proclamation, 
«nd  its  echo  the  Addreffes  have  had,  has  been 
that  of  exciting  and  fpreading  curiofity  j  and  it  re- 
quires only  a  fingle  rcfleftion  to  difcbver,  that  the 
objo5t  of  all  curiofity  is  kndwlcdge.     When  the 
mafs  of  the  nation  faw  that  Placemen,  Penfibriers, 
and  Borough-mongers,  were  the  perfons  that  ftood 
^^^^^^H^romoxt  Mdivt^c^,  it  could  not  fail  to 
create  fu^icions  that  the  public  good  was  not 
their  objefti  that  the  charafter  of  the  books,  or 
writings,  to  which  fuch  perfons  bbfcurely  alluded, 
not  daring  to  mention  them,  was  direftly  contrary 
to  what  they  defcribed  them  to  be,  and  that  it  was 
necclTary  that  every  man,  for  his  own  fatisfadion, 
fhbuld  excrcife  his  proper  right,  and   read  and 
judge  for  himfelf. 

But  how  will  the  perfons  who  have  been  in- 
duced to  read  "the  Rights  of  Man,  by  the  clamour 
that  has  been  raifed  againft  it,  be  furptized  to  find, 
tliar,  inftead  of  a  wicked,  indamatory  work,  in- 
ftead  of  a  licencious  and  profligate  performance,  it 
abounds  with  principles  of  government  that  are 
^^uncontrovertible— with    arguments    which  every* 
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reader  will  feel,  arc  iinanfwerable— with  plans  for 
the  increafc  of  connmcrce  and  manufafturcs — for 
the  exiindion  of  war — for  the  education  of  the 
children  of  the  poor— for  the  comfortable  fupport 
of  the  aged  and  decayed  perfons  of  both  ftxes— 
for  the  relief  of  the  army  and  navy,  and,  in  fhort, 
for  the  promotion  of  every  thing  that  can  benefit 
the  moral,  civil  and  political  condition  of  Man. 

Why,  tlien,  fome  calm  obfcrver  will  afk,  why  is 
the  work  profccuted,  if  thcfc  be  the  goodly  mat- 
ters it  contains  ?  1  will  tell  thee,  friend  i  it  contains 
alfo  a  plan  for  the  rcduftion  of  Taxes,  for  Icffening 
the  immenfe  expences  of  Government,  for  abo- 
lifhing  finecure  Places  and  Penfions ;  and  it  pro- 
pofes  applying  the  redundant  taxes,  that  (ball 
be  faved  by  thcfc  reforms,  to  the  puj|fes  men- 
tioned in  the  former  paragraph,  inft^lWf  apply- 
ing them  to  the  fupport  of  idle  and  profligate 
Placemen  and  Penfioners. 

Is  it,  then,  any  wonder  that  Placemen  apd  Pen- 
fioners, and  the  whole  train  of  Qourt  expeftants, 
fhould  become  the  promoters  of  Addrefles,  Pro- 
clamations, and  Profecutions  ?  or,  is  it  any  wonder 
that  Corporations  and  rotten  Boroughs,  which  arc 
attacked  and  expofcd,  both  in  the  Firft  and  Se- 
cond Parts  of  Rights  of  M^ff*  a»  ""3"^  monopolies 
and  public  nuifances,  Ihould  join  in  the  cavalcade  ? 
Yet  thefe  are  the  fources  from  which  Addrefles 
have  fprung.    Had  not  fuch  perfons  come  for- 
ward to  oppofe  the  Rights  of  Man,  I  fliouldhayc 
*  doubted  the  efficacy  of  my  own  writings :  but 
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SI       tETT£R  TO  THE  ADDRESSERS, 
thofe  oppofers  have  now  proved  to  me,  that  the 
blow  wai  well  direftcd,  and  they  have  don     it 
juftice,  by  confefling  the  flnart. 

The  principal  deception  in  thl*  bufinefs  of  Ad^ 
dreflcs  has  been,  that  the  promoters  of  them  have 
not  coitte  forward  in  their  proper  charafteri.  They 
have  afTumed  to  pafa  themfelves  upon  the  Public, 
as  »  part  6(  the  Public  bearing  a  (hare  of  the  bur- 
then 6f  Tixes,  »nd  afting  for  the  public  good, 
wherfcas,  they  are  in  general  that  part  of  it  that 
*Ms  to  the  public  burthen,  by  Uving  on  the  pre 
<iuce  of  the  public  taxes.  They  are  to  the  pub- 
lic what  the  locufts  are  to  the  tree:  the  burthen 
jould  be  lefs,  and  the  profperity  would  be  greater. 
If  they  were  fliaken  off. 

.  r  ^^W""^^  *'°*"''  ^"^"  ^"'^  Omsiow,  at  the 
SMtty  Cmty  meeting,  «  as  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
^'  Cuftos  Rotulorum  of  the  county,  but  I  cortic 
"  here  as  a  plain  country  gentleman."  The  faft 
IS,  that  he  came  tliere  as  what  he  was,  and  as  no 
other,  and  confcquently  he  came  as  one  of  the 
beings  I  have  been  defcribirtg.  If  it  be  the  cha- 
rafter  of  a  gentleman  to  be  fed  by  the  public,  as  a 
pauperis  by  the  parjfti.  Onflow  has  a  fair  claim 
to  the  title  i  and  the  fame  defcription  will  fuit  the 
r)uket)f  Richmond,  who  led  the  Addrcfs  at  the 
Suffex  meeting.~-He  alfo  may  fet  up  for  a  ccn- 
tl^ttian. 

As  to  the  meeting  in  the  next  adjoining  county, 
(Ktrht)  it  was  a  fccnte  of  difgrace.  Aboot  two 
nuhdrcd  pcrfons  met,  when  <»  fmail  part  of  then^  * 
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drew  privately  away  from  the  reft,  and  voted  an 
Addrcfs:  the  confcqucncc  of  which  was,  that  they 
«ot  together  by  the  ears,  and  produced  a  not  in 
Che  very  aft  of  producing  an  Addrcfs  to  prevent 

*That  the  Proclamation  and  the  Addrcffes  have 
failed  of  their  intended  effeft,  may  be  coUeftcd 
from  the  filence  which  the  Government  party  it- 
fclf  obferves.    The  number  of  Addrcffes  has  been 
weekly  retailed  in  the  Gazette;  but  the  number 
of  Addrcffcrs  has  been  concealed.    Several  of  the 
Addrcffes  have  been  voted  by  not  more  than  ten 
or  twelve  pcrfons;  and  a  confidcrable  number  of 
them  by  not  more  than  thirty.    The  whole  num- 
ber  of  Addrcffes  prefented  at  the  time  of  writing 
this  letter  is  three  hundred  and  twenty,  (rotten 
Boroughs  and  Corporations  includ«d||wd  even 
•dmitting.  on  an  average,  one  hundred  Addrcffcrs 
to  each  Addrcfs,  the  whole  number  of  Addrcffcrs 
would  be  but  thirty-two  thoufand,  and  nearly  three 
mondis  have  been  taken  up  in  procuring  this  num- 
ber    That  the  fucccfs  of  the  Proclamation  Has 
been  lefs  than  the  fuccefs  of  the  Work  it  was  in- 
tended  to  difcouragc,  is  a  matter  within  my  own 
knowledge;  for  a  greater  number  of  the  cheap 
edition  of  the  Firft  and  Second  Parts  of  rights  or 
MAN  has  been  fold  in  the  fpacc  only  of  one  month, 
than  the  whole  number  of  Addrcffcrs  (admitting 
them  to  be  thirty-two  thoufand)  have  amounted  to 

in  three  months.  .  _ 
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It  is  a  dangerous  attempt  in  any  Government  to 
fay  to  a  Nation,  "  thou  Jhalt  not  read."  TTiis  i» 
now  done  in  Spain,  and  was  formerly  done  under 
the  old  Government  of  France  J  bu6  it  ferved  to 
procure  the  dpwnfal  of  the  latter,  and  is  fubverting 
that  of  the  former;  and  it  wiU  have  the  fame  ten- 
dency in  all  countries;  becaufe  thought,  b^  fome 
means  or  other,  is  got  abroad  in  the  world,  and 
cannot  be  reftrained,  though  reading  may. 

If  Rights  of  Man  were  a  book  thut  dcferved  the 
vile  defcription  which  the  promoters  of  the  Ad- 
drcfi  have  given,  of  it,  why  did  not  thefe  men 
prove  their  charge,  and  fatisfy  the  people,  by  pro- 
ducing it,  and  reading  it  publicly?  This  moft 
certainly  ought  to  have  been  done,  and  would  alfo 
have  bcei^ne,  had  they  believed  it  would  have 
anfwered  Ifeir  piirpofe.    But  the  faft  is,  that  the 
book  contains  truths,  which  thofe  time-fervers 
dreaded  to  hear,  and  dreaded   that  the  people 
feould  know ;  and  it  is  now  following  up  the  Ad-, 
dreffes  in  every  part  of  the  nation,  and  convifting 
themoffalfhoods.  '  . 

Among  the  unwarrantable  proceedings  to  which 
the  Proclamation  has  given  rife,  the  meeting  of 
the  Juftices  in  feveral  of  the  towps  and  counties 
ought  to  be  noticed.  Thofe  men  have  aflumed 
to  re-aft  the  farce  of  General  Warrants,  and  to 
fupprefs,  by  their  own  authority,  whatever  publi- 
cations they  pleafe.  This  is  an  attempt  at  power, 
f(3[ualled  only  by  the  condua:  of  the  minor  defpotj^ 
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©f  the  moft  dcfpotic  governments  in  Europe,  and 
yet  tliofe  Juftices  affeft  to  call  England  a  Free 
Country.  But  even  this,  perhaps,  like  the  fchemc 
for  garrifoning  the  country,  by  building  military 
barracks,  is  neceffary  to  awaken  the  country  to  a 
fenfc  of  its  Rights,  and,  as  fuch,  it  will  have  a 
good  effect. 

Another  part  of  the  conduft  of  fuch  Jufticci 
has  been,  that  of  threatening  to  take  away  the  li- 
cences from  taverns  and  public-houfcs,  where  the 
inhd>itants  of  the  neighbourhood  aflfociated  to 
read  and  difcufs  the  principles  of  Government,  and 
to  inform  each  other  thereon.  This,  again,  t^ 
fmiiliar  to  what  is  doing  iii  Spain  ^nd  Ruffia ;  and 
the  rcfli^dkion  which  it  cannot  fail  to  fuggcft  is» 
that  the  principles  and  conduft  of  any  Govern- 
ment muft  be  bad,  when  that  Governmint  dreads 
and  ftartles  at  difcuffion,  and  feeks  fecurlty  by  a 
prevention  of  knowledge. 

If  the  Government,  or  the  Conftitution,  or  by 
whatever  name  it  be  called,  be  that  miracle  of  per^ 
fedion  which  the  Proclamation  and  the  Addreflfea 
have  trumpeted  it  forth  to  be,  it  ought  to  have 
defied  difcuflion  and  inveftigation,  inftead  of 
dreading  it.  Whereas,  every  attempt  it  makes, 
cither  by  Proclamation,  Profccution,  or  Addrefs, 
to  fupprcfs  inveftigation,  is  a  confeffion  that  it 
feels  itfelf  unable  to  bear  it.     It  is  error  only. 


and  not  truth,  that  fhrinks  from  enquiry. 


All 


the  numerous  pamphlets,  and  all  the  newfpaper 
fallbood  and  abufe,   thftt   have  been    publilhed 

againft 
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againft  the  *'  rights  of  man/'  have  fallen  before 
it  like  pointlefs  arrows  -,  and,  in  like  manner,  would 
any  work  have  fallen  before  the  Conftitution,  had 
the  Conftitution,  as  it  is  called,  been  founded  on  as 
good  political  principles  as  thofe  on  which  the 

KIGHTS  OF  MAN  IS  wHtten. 

It  is  a  good  Conftitution  for  courtiers,  placemen, 
penfioners,  borough-holders,  and  the  leaders  of 
Parties,  and  thefe  are  the  men  that  have  been 
the  active  leaders  of  Addrefles;  but  it  is  a  bad 
Conftitution  for  at  leaft  ninety>nine  parts  of  the 
nation  out  of  an  hundred,  and  this  truth  is  every 
day  making  its  way. 

It  is  bad,  firft,  becaufe  it  entails  upon  the  nation 
the  unneceffiuy  expence  of  fupportii^  three  forms 
and  lyftems  of  Government  at  once,  nsuifely,  the 
monarchipali  the  ariftoo-adcal,  and  the  democrap* 
lical. 

Secondly,  becaufe  it  is  impoflible  to  unite  fuch 
H  difoordant  compofition  by  any  otficr  means  than 
pfcrpetual  corruption ;  and  therefore  the  corruption 
ft>  loudly  and  fo  univerfaUy  complained  of,  is  no 
other  than  the  natural  confequence  of  foch  an 
unnatnral  compound  of  Governments ;  and  in  this 
confifts  that  excellence  which  the  numerous  lierd 
«f  placemen  and  penfioners  fo  loudly  extol,  and 
which,  at  the  fame  time,  occafions  that  enormous 
load  of  taxes  under  which  the  reft  of  the  nation 
pt)ans.  ^ 

Among  the  mafs  of  national  delufions  calculat- 
td  to  amufe  and  impofe  upon  the  multitude,  the 
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ftariding  one  has  been,  that  of  Battering  them  into 
taxes,  by  calling  the  Government,  (or  as  they 
pleafe  to  cxprcfe  it,  dicEnglifh  Conftitution)  « the 
«  my  and  the  (tdriiiratim  of  the  tvcrld."    Scarcely 
jin  Addrtfs  has  been  voted  in  which  fomc  of  the 
fpcakers  have  not  uttered  thii   hackneyed  non- 
(infical  flUhood.  ^ 

Two  Kcvoludons  have  taken  place,  thoft  of 
America  and  France;  and  both  of  them  have  re- 
reaed  the  unnatural  compounded  fyftem  of.  the 
Englilh  government.  America  has  declared  agamft 
fXi  hereditary  Government,  and  eftablilhed  the  rc- 
wefcntative  fyftem  of  Government  only.    France 
has  entirely  rqefted  the  ariftocratical  part,  and  is 
how  difcovtring  the  abfurdity  of  rite  monarchical, 
jitid    is   approaching  fall    to   the  reprefentativc 
Mem.  On  what  ground,  then,  do  thofe  men  con- 
^ue  a  declaration,  refpefting  what  they  cjdl  the 
MVy  and  adnrirarion  of  other  nations,  which -the 
voluntary  praftice  of  fuch  nations,  as  have  had  the 
opportunity  of  eftabUfhing  Government,  contta- 
aias  ad  falfifies.    Will  fuch  men  never  confine 
themfelves  to  truth?  WiU  they  be  for  ever  die  de- 
ceivers 6f  the  people  ?,  . 

But  I  will  go  farther,  and  (hew,  that,  were  Go- 
vernment now  to  begin  in  England,  the  people 
could  not  be  brought  to  eftabUlh  the  fame  fyftem 
they  now  fuTimit  to. 

In  fpeaking  upon  this  fubjift  (or  on  any  other) 
0Htbepuri  trotind  of  frincipk,  anucjuity  and^^ 
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pedent  ceafe  to  be  authority,  and  hoary-headed 
erjor  lofes  its  efFedt.  The  reafonablenefs  9nd 
propriety  of  things  muit  be  examined  abftra^edly 
from  cuftom  and  ufage  j  and  in  this  point  of  view, 
the  right  which  grows  into  pra^ice  to-day  is  as 
much  a  right,  and  as  old  in  principle  and  theory, 
as  if  it  had  the  cuftomary  fandion  of  a'thoufand 
tges.  Principles  have  no  connexion  with  time, 
nor  charaders  with  names. 
.  Tp  fay  that  the  Government  of  this  country  19 
compofed  of  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  is  tha 
roepe  phrafeology  of  cuftom.  It  is  compofed  of 
men  i  and  whoever  the  men  be  to  whom  the  Gor 
yernment  of  any  country  is  entrufted,  they  ought 
to  be  the  beft  and^wifeft  that  can  be  f<uind,  and  if 
thfcy  are  not  fo,  they  are  not  fit  for  the  ilation, 
A  man  derives  no  inore  excellence  frorji.  tfnc 
chat^e  of  a  name,  or  calling  him  King,  or  calling 
tiim  Lord,  than  I  ihould  do  by  changing  my  name 
from  Thomas  to  George,  or  from  Paine  tp  Guelph. 
I*ihould  not  be  a  whit  the  more  able  to  write 
a  book,  becaufe  my  name  were  altered  1  neither 
would  any  man,  now  called  a  King  or  a  |.ord, 
have  a  whit  the  more  fenfe  than  he  now  has,  wtrc 
he  to  call  himfelf  Thomas  Paine. 

As  to,  the  word  "Commons,"  applied  as  it  13 
in  England,  it  js  a  term  of  degradation  and.  re- 
proach, and  ought  to  be  abolilhed.  It  is  a  term 
unknown  in  free  countries. 

But  tb  the  point. — Let  us  fuppofe  that  Goveror 
ment  was  now  to  begin  in  England,  and  that  the 
plan  of  Government,  offered  to  the  nation  for  its 
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approbation  or  rejeaion,  confided  of  the  following 

^*  Firft-Th«  fome  one  individual  fliould  be  taken 
from  all  the  reft  of  the  nation,  and  to  whom  all  the 
reft  ftiould  fwear  obedience,  and  never  be  permitted 
t^  f^  down  in  his  prefence,  and  that  they  ihouM 
«ve  to  him  one  million  fterhng  a  year.-That  die 
nation  (hould  never  after  have  power  or  aurfK.ruy 
to  make  laws  but  with  his  ^^P^'^' ^""f^'^f^ 
that  his  fons  and  his  tons'  fons,  whether  wife  or 
Mift^^good  men  or  bad,  fit  or  unfit,  fhould  have 
Z  fame^wer,  and  alfo  the  fame  money  annuaUy 

naid  to  them  for  ever.  . 

?^eco«dly-Tl«.  .l-re  ihould  be  two  houfcs  of 
JJS!»4  affift  m  making  U«.,  one  of  ^hK^ 

S^-fons.  whether  wife  or  foobft.  good  tnoior 
tad,  fit  or  u*  ftould  for  ever  rfter  be  hereditary 

^Xl-That  the  other  honfe  B.o«ld  be  eheto 
in  the  Ue  manner  as  the  hoofc.  now  called  .he 
Ho«fc  of  Commons,  i.  chofen.  and  Ihould  be  fub- 
j"a  ,0  the  co«t«>ul  of  the  two  aforefaid  heredity 
Powers  in  all  things.  _ 

.  It«»uld  be  impoffible  to  cram  fach  a  farago 
^iiipoBtion  and  abfurdity  down  the  .hro«  oj 
WaaTany  other  nation,  diat  were  capable  of 
reafoniog  upon  its  rights  and  i«  intereft.  ^ 

■    They  would  aft,  in  the  firft  place,  on  what 
gro  Jof  right,   or  on  what  princple.  f.ch_^.r.^ 
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moa^  an4   prcpotterous  diftinaions  gouW,  or 
ought  to  be  madci  and  what  pretcnfions  any  man 
could  have,  or  what  ferviccs  he  could  render*  to 
cniide  him  to  a  mUlion  a  year?  They  would  go 
forther,  and  revolt  at  the  idea  of  configning  their 
children,  and  their  children*'  children,  to  the  do-* 
mination  of  pcrfons  hereafter  to  be  born,  who 
might,   for  any  thing  they  could  forefee,  turn 
out  to  be  knaves  or  fools  j  and  they  would  finally 
Afcover,  that  the  projed  of  hereditary  Governor* 
tnd  LegiOators  was  a  treqfanablt  ufitrffUim  wer 
tbt  rights  <if  poMity»    Not  only  the  calm  didate* 
of  reaibn,  and  the  force  of  natural  aflfeftion,  but 
the  integrity  of  manly  prid^  would  impel  ir^sn  to 
%urn  fuch  propofals. 

From  the  groffer  abfuidities  of  fuA  a  fchcme, 
Aey  would  extend  their  examination  to  the  prac- 
tical defcas-^They  would  foon  fee  that  it  would 
tnd  in  tyranny  accompliihed  by  fraud.    That  in 
^  operation  of  it,  it  would  be  two  to  one  againft 
'  mm,  becauie  the  two  parts  that  were  to  be  m«ie 
hereditary,  would  form  a,  common  intcrcft,  and 
ftickto  each  otlwi  and  that  themfelves  and  thek   . 
reprefemafives  would  become  no  better  than  hewen 
of  wood  and  drawers  of  water  for  the  other  parts  of 
the  Government. — Yet  call  one  of  thol^  jovers 
King,  the  other.  Lords,  and  die  third,  the  C^pmr 
mons,  and  it  gives  the  model  of  what  is  call^  tiif 
Englifh  Government. 

I  have  aflcrtcd,  and  have  (hewn,  both  in  the 
l^itft  and  Second  Pants  lof  Rights  of  Man,  thaf 
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there  is  not  fuch  a  thing  as  an  EngliOi  Confti- 
tution,  and  that  the  people  have  yet   a  Confti- 
tution  to  form.    A  Conftitution  is  a  thing  ante* 
sedeHt  t9  a  Gwtrnment  i  it  is  the  aSl  of  the  peoph 
creating  a  Governfnent  Mtd  giving  it  powers,  and 
inning  the  timitt  and  exercije  of  the  powers  J^ 
given.    But  whenever  did  the  people  of  England, 
aaing  in  their  original  conaituent  charadcr,  by  a 
delegation  eleded  for  that  exprefs  purpofe,  declare 

and  fay,  «  /^*,  '-^  f"^  */  "^^  ^^^*  '^o  ^<»^»'*'' 
«  and  appoint  this  to  bo  our /yftem  and  form  of 
»  Government:*  The  Government  has  affumed 
ta^onftitute  itfelf,  but  it  never  was  conftitutcd  by 
^people,  in  whom  atone  die  right  of  cotftituting 

r^fides.  .     «  J  _i 

I  wUl  hew  redte  the  preimbte  to  the  Federal 
Conftitution  of  Oic  Uniwd  Stttes  of  America.    I 
have  (hewn  in  the  Second  Part  of  Rights  of  Man, 
die  manner  by  which  the  Conftitution  w«  formed 
and  afterwards  ratified;   and  to  which  I  refer  the 
leader.— The  pl^wnbie  is  in  die  following  words  f 
«*  WE,  THE  PEOPLE  of  die  United  States, 
«  in  order  to  form  a  more  pcrfeft  union,  efta- 
Wifli  jufticc,  infure  domeftic  tranquillity, 
provide  for  common  defence,  promote  the 
'  general  welfare,  fecure  die  bleffings  of  li- 
«*  berty  to  ourfdves  and  our  poftcrity,  do  or- 

•^  DAIN    AND  BSTABISH  THIS   CONSTITOTIQW 

**  for  the  United  Stai;cs  of  America." 
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Then  follow  the  feveral  articles  which  appoint 
the  manner  in  which  the  Icveral  component  parc» 
of  the  Government,  Icgiflative  and.execiitive,  (hall 
be  elcfted,  and  the  period  of  their  duration,  and 
the  powers  they  fhall  have :  alfo,  the  manner  by 
which  future  additions,  alterations,  or  amendments^ 
ihail  be  made  to  the  Conftitution.  Confequently^ 
every  improvement  that  can  be  made  in  the 
fcience  of  Government,  follows-  in  that  country  as 
a  matter  of  order.  It  is  only  in  Governments 
founded  on  aiTumption  and  falfe  principles^  that 
mfoning  upon,  and  inveftigating  fyftems  and  prin-^ 
ciples  of  Government,  and  ihewing  their  feveral 
excellencies  and  defe^,  are  termed  libellous  and 
ftditious.  Thefe  terms  were  made  part  of  the 
charge  brought  againft  Locke,  Hampden,  and 
Sydiiey,  and  will  continue  to  be  brought  againft 
all  good  men,  fo  long  as  bad  government  ftaU 
continue. 

The  Government  of  this  conintry  has  been  of* 
fjpntatioufly  giving  challenge  for  more. than  an 
hundred  years  paft,  upon  what  it  called  its  own 
excellence  and  perfedion.  Scarcely  a  ,fCing*s 
Speech,  or  a  Parliamentary  Speech,  ha&been,utter« 
ed,.  in  which  this  glove  has  not  been  thrown^  till 
the  world  has  been  infulted  with  their  challenges. 
But  it  now  appears  that  all  this  was  vapour  and 
vain-boafting,  cr  that  it  was  intended  to  conceal 
abufes  and  defedh,  and  hufli  the  people  into  taxes. 
I  have  taiken  the  challenge  up,  and  in  behalf  of  the 
public  havc  ihewn,  in  a  fdir^  open,  and  candid  man- 
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her,  both  the  radical  and  praftical  defca$  of  the 
fVftem ;  when,  lo !  thofe  champions  of  the  Civil 
Lift  have  fled  away,  aridfentthe  Attorney-General 
to  deny  the  challenge,  by  turning  the  acceptance  of 
it  into  an  attack,  and  defending  their  Places  and 
Penfions  by  a  profecution. 

I  will  here  drop  this  part  of  the  fubjeft,  ilid 
ftatc  a  few  particulars  refpeftkig  the  profecutten 
now  pending,  by  which  the  Addreffcrs  wiU  fee  that 
they  have  been  ufed  as  tools  to  the  profecuting 
party  and  dieir  dependents.  The  cafe  is  af^follows : 
The  original  cdiuon  of  the  Firil-ia«l  Second 
Parts  of  RIGHTS  or  man,  having  ftfcn  expen- 
fivdy  printed  (in  the   modern  ftile  of  printing 
pamphlets,  that  they  might  be  bound  up  with  Mr. 
BttHce's  Refleftions  on  the  French  Revolutioft,) 
the  high  price  precluded  the  generality  of  pcopte 
from  purchafingj    and  many  applications  "wcrfe 
trnde  to  me  ^om  various  parts  of  the  coontry  t6 
prttitthe  work  in  a  cheaper  manner.  The  people  of 
Sheffield  requefted  leave  to  print  two  thoufandcopic* 
for  diemfelves,  with  which  rcqucft  I  immediately 
complied.    The  fame  requeft  came  to  me  ffoufi 
Rotherham,  from  Leicefter,  from  Chcftcr,  from  fe- 
veral  towns  in  Scotland ;  and  Mr.  James  Mack- 
mtofti.  Author  of  rtndicU  Gallic^y  brought  me  & 
reqycft  from  Warwkrkfliirc,  for  leave  to  print  ten 
thoofand  copies  in  that  country.    I  had  already 
Tent  a  cheap  edition  to  Scotland  j  and  finding  the  ap- 
plications incrcafe,!  concluded  that  the  beft  method 
\0listm0^  therewith,  would  be  to  prim  a  very 
'  ¥*u  C  numerous 


A 


■iiiaiHiiii^--'' 


..M^ 


14  LETTER  TO  THE  ADDRESSERS, 
numerous  edition  in  London,  under  my  owndt- 
redtion,  by  which  means  the  work  would  be  more 
perfedb,  and  the  price  be  reduced  lower  than  it 
could  be  by  frtMting  fmall  editions  in  the  country 
of  only  a  few  thoufands  each.  _^.    ^^iKi*,  j 

The  cheap  edition  of  the  Firft  Part  was  begun 
•bout  the  middle  of  laft  April,  and  from  that  mo- 
ment, and  not  before,  I  expedled  a  profecution, 
and  the  event  has  proved  that  I  was  not  miftaken. 
I  had  then  occalion  to  write  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Walker,  of  Manchefter,  and  after  informing  him 
of  my  intention  of  giving  up  the  work  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  general  information,  I  informed  him  of 
what  I  apprehended  would  be  the  confequcnce } 
that  while  the  work  was  at  a  price  that  precluded 
an  extenfivc  circulation,  the  Government-party, 
not  able  to  controvert  the  plans,  arguments,  and 
principles  it  contained,  had  chofen  to  remain  It- 
lent}  but  that  I  expected  they  would  make  an 
attempt  to  deprive  the  mais  of  the  nation,  and 
cfpccially  the  poor,  of  the  right  of  reading,  by  the 
presence  of  profecuting  either  the  Author  or  the 
Publiftier,  or  both.  Tliey  chofe  to  begin  with 
the  Publilher.  . 

Nearly  a  month,  however,  paffed,  before  I. had 
any  information  given  me  of  their,  intentions.,  I 
was  then  at  Bromley,  in  Kent,  upon  which  I  came 
immediately  to  town,  (May  14)  and  went  to  Mr. 
Jordan,  the  publiiher  of  the  original  edition.  He 
had  that  evening  been  ferved  with  a  fummons,  to 
appear  at  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  on  the  Mon- 
1,     '  day 
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^ay  foltowing,    but  for   what  p^tpofc   was  not 
ftatcd.  Suppofmg  it  to  be  6n  actount  of  the  work, 
I  appointed  a  meeting  iwich  him  on  the  next  morn- 
ing, which  was  accordingly.N^irlien  1  provided 
nn  attorney,  and  took  the  ekpHmt  of  the  defence 
on  myfelf.    But  finding  afterwards  that  he  abfent- 
«d  himfelf  from  the  attorney  employed,  and  had  en- 
gaged another,  and  that  he  had  been  clofeted  with 
the  Solicitors  of  the  Treafiiry,  1  left  him  to  follow 
his  own  choice,  and  he  chofe  to  plead  Guilty.  This 
he  might  do  if  he  pleafed  i  and  I  make  no  objec- 
tion agairift  him  for  it.    I  believe  that  his  idea  by 
the  word  Cuiity,  was  no  other  than  declaring  him- 
felf  to  be  the  publifher;  without  any  regard  to  d>c 
merits  or  demerits  of  the  work  j  for  were  it  to  be 
conftrucd  otherwife,  it  would  amount  to  the  ab- 
furdity  of  converting  a  publKher  into  a  Jury,  and 
his  confcffion  into  a  verdift  upon  the  work  itfelf. 
This  would  be  the  higheft  poffible  refinement  upon 
patkingof  Jtiries. 

On  the  ai  ft  of  May,  they  commenced  their  pro- 
fecotion  againft  me,  as  the  Author,  by  leaving  a 
(ummohs  *t  my  lod^ngs  hi  town,  to  appear  at 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench  on  the  8th  of  June  fol- 
lowing} and  on  the  fame  day,  (May  lO  tbey  ijked 
Mlfo  ihrir  Pnclamation,  Thus  Ac  Court  of  St. 
James's,  and  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  were 
playing  into  each  other's  hands  at  the  fame  inftant 
of  time,  and  the  farce  of  Addrefles  brought  op  the 
rear,  and  this  mode  of  proceeding  is  caUed  by  the 
proftitutcd  name  of  Law.    Such  a  thundering  ra- 
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pidity,  after  a  minifterlal  dormancy  of  almoft  eigh- 
teen months,  can  be  attributed  to  np  other  caufe 
than  their  having  gained  inform  ition  of  the  for- 
wardnefs  of  the  cheap  Edition,  and  the  dread  they 
felt  at  the  progrefllve  increafe  of  political  know- 
ledge. ♦ 
I  was  ftrongly  advifcd  by  fcveral  gentlemen,  a» 
well  thofe  in  the  practice  of  the  Law,  as  others,  to 
prefer  a  bill  of  indictment  againft  the  publifher 
of  the  Proclamation,  as  a  puWication  tending  to  in- 
fluen:e,  or  rather  to  diftate  the  \  erdidt  of  a  Jury  -on 
the  UTbf  of  «  matter  then  pending)  but  it  appeared 
to  me  much  better  to  avail  myfelf  of  the  opportu- 
nity which  fuch  a  preifedent  juftiiied  me  in  uRng, 
by  meeting  the  Proclamation  and  the  Addrefles  on 
their  own  ground,  and  publicly  defending  the 
Work  which  had  been  thus  unwarrantable  attacked 
and  traduced.— -And  confcious  as  I  now  am,  that 
the  Work  entitled  rights  of  man,  fo  hr  from 
being,  as  has  been  malicioufly  or  erroneoufly  re- 
prefented^  a  fftlie,  wicked,  and  feditious  Libels  is  a 
work. abounding  with  unanfweiable  truths^  with 
principles  0/  the  pureft  morality  and  benevolence, 
and  with  argdhnents  not  to  be  controverted-riCop- 
fcious,  I  fay,  of  thefe  things,  and  having  no  oi^etft 
to  view  but  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  I  hav^  loiow 
put  the  matter  to  the  bed  proof  in  my  power,  by 
giving  to  the  public  a  cheap  edition  of  the  Firft 
aitd  Second  Parts  of  that  Work.  Let  every  man 
lead  and  judge  for  hjnrjfclf,  not  ^ly  of  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  the  Work,  but  of  thc^fiifttc^rs  therein 
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contained,  which  relate  to  his  own  intereft  and 
happinefs. 

If,  to  expofe  the  fraud  and  impofition  of  monar- 
chy, and  every  fpccics  of  hereditary  government— - 
to  Icflen  the  oppreflfion  of  (axes— to  propofe  plani 
for  the  education  of  helplefs  infancy,  and  the  com- 
fortable fupport  of  the  aged  and  diftreflcd — to  en- 
deavour to  conciliate  nations  to  each  other—- to  ex- 
tirpate the  horrid  praftice  of  war — to  promote 
univerfal  peace,  civilization,  and  commercc--«*nd 
to  -break  the  chains  of  political  fuperftition,  aAtI 
raife  degraded  man  to  his  proper  rank }— if  thefe 
things  be  libellous,  kt  me  live  the  life  of  a  Libeller, 
and  let  the  name  of  LIBELLER  be  engraven  on 
my  tomb. 

Of  all  the  weak  and  ill-judgid  meafures  which 
fear,  igftoraike,  or  arrogance,  could  fuggeft,  the 
Proclamation,  and  the  projeft  for  AddrtlTes,  are 
two  of  the  worft.  Thejr  ferved  to  advertife  the 
work  which  the  promoters  of  thole  meafures  wifliedf 
to  keep  unknown;  and  in  doing  this,  they  offered 
violence  to  the  judgment  of  the  people,  by  calling 
on  them  to  condemn  what  they  forbad  them  to 
know,  and  they  put  the  ftrength  of  their  party  to 
chat  hazardous  ilTue  that  prudence  would  have 
avoided. — The  County  Meeting  for  Middlelex  was 
attended  by  only  one  hundred  and  eighteen  Ad- 
dreflers.  They,  no  doubt,  expeded,  that  thoufands 
would  flock  to  their  ftandatdj  and  clamour  againll: 
the  Rights  of  Man.  But  the  cafe  moft  probably 
is,  that  men,  in  all  countries,  are  not  fo  blind  to 
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their  Rights  and  their  Intereft,  as  Govermeats  bes 
licvc. 

Having  thus  fhewn  ^  extraordinary  nnanner  in 
which  the  Government-party  commenced  their  atn 
utki  I  proceed  to  offer  a  few  obfervations  on  thp 
proifecu^on^  ar^  on  ;he  (node  of  trial  by  Special 
Jury,  I 

In  the  firft  place,  I  have  written  a  book ;  and  if 
it  cannot  be  refuted,  it  cannot  be  condemned.  But 
I  do  not  confider  the  profecution  as  particularly 
l^elled  agaiaft  me,  but  agaipf):  the  general  right, 
pr  th?  right  of  every  i^aan,  of  inveftigating  fyftems 
and  princip!|fes  of  Goveniniient,  and  flieyriog  their 
j^veral  excellencies  or  defers.  If  the  prefs  be 
free  onfy  to  flatter  Government,  as  Mr.  Burke  has 
done,  apd  to  cry  up  and  extol  what  certain  Court; 
J^cophants  are  pleaied  to  call  a  *<  glorious  Confti- 
**  tu^ion,"  aad  not.  fi-ee  to  examine  into  its  errors 
or  abules,  qr  whether  a.  Conftitution  if^Uy  exiib 
or  not,  fuch  freedom  is  no  other  than  thl^Spaini, 
Turkey,  or  Rulfia;  and  a  Jury,  in  this  caJ^,  woul4 
not  be  a  Jury  to  ay,,  but  an.  Inquifidon^  tP,  ^otiy 

demn.  i 

I  have  aflerted,  and  by  ffiir  and  opea  argument 
0(iaintained,  the  right  of  every  nation  at  all  times, 
to  cftablUh  fuch  a  lyftem  and  form  of  Government 
for  itfelf  as  beft  accords  with  its  dilpofitio^,  in,- 
tereft,  and  happinefs  j^  an^  to  change,  or  alter  i<, 
as  it  fees  Qccafion.  Will  any  Jury  deny  mMp 
Nation  this  right?  If  they  do,  they  are  traii|bfi, 
and  their  Verdift  wpul^  be  nyll  and  void.    Aim* 
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if  they  admit  the  right,  the  means  muft  be  admit- 
ted alfo ;  for  it  would  be  the  higheft  abfurdity  to 
fay,  that  the  right  exifted,  but  the  means  did  not. 
The  queftion,  then,  is.  What  are  the  means  by 
which  the  poffcflion  and  exercife  of  this  National 
Right  are  to  be  fecured  ?  The  anfwer  will  be,  that 
of  maintaining,  inviolably,  the'right  of  free  invcf- 
tigation ;  for  invcftigation  always  ferves  to  detcft 
error,  and  to  bring  forth  truth. 

I  have,  as  an  individual,  "given  my  opinion  upon 
what  I  believe  to  be  not  only  the  beft,  but  the 
true  fyftem  of  Government,  which  is  the  repre- 
fentative  fyftem,  and  I  have  given  reafons  for  that 
opinion. 

Firft,  Becaufe,  in  the  reprefcntative  fyftem,  no 
office  of  very  extraordinary  power,  or  extravagant 
pay,  is  attached  to  any  individual ;  and  confe> 
quently,  there  is  nothing  to  excite  thofe  national 
contentions  and  civil  wars,  with  which  countries 
under  monarchical  governments,  are  frequently 
convulfed,  and  of  which  the  Hiftory  of  England 
exhibits  fuch  numerous  inftances. 

Secondly,  Becaufe  the  reprefcntative  is  a  fyftem 
of  Government  always  in  maturity;  whereas  moi- 
naithical  government  flufhiates  tiirough  all  die 
ibige^  from  non-age  to  dotage. 

Thirdly,  Becaufe  the  reprefcntative  fyftem  ad- 
mits of  none  but  men,  property  qualified,  into  the 
Government,  or  removes  them  if  they  prove  to  be 
otfifefwife.  Whereas,  in  the  hereditary  fyftem,  a 
nation  may  he  encumbered  with  a  knave  br  aH 
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ideoc,  for  a  whole  life-time^  and  not  he  benefite4 
by  a  fucceflbr.  ';  ; 

Fourthly,  Becaufe  there  does  not  exift  a  rig^ 
to  eftablifli  hereditary  government,  or  in  other 
-words,  hereditary  fucceflbrs,  becaufe  jher^ditary 
government  always  means  a  government  yet  to 
come,  and  the  cafe  always  is,  that  thofe  who  are 
ttif  live  afterwards  have  always  the  fame  right  tq- 
eftablifh  government  for  themfelves,  as  the  peopl^ 
had  who  lived  before  them  j  and,  therefore,  all  laws 
SiSSKfttpian^  to  eftablifii  hereditary  government,  are 
^^Iblinded  on  aifumption  and  political  fidion. 

If  thefe  poUtiuns  be  truths,  apd  I  (:hallenge  any 
man  to  prove  the  contrary;  if  they  tend  to  in- 
i^iiuft  and  enlighten  mankind,  and  to  free  them 
from  error,  o|>preilion,  and  political  fuperftition, 
which  are  the.ot^efts  I  have  in  view,,  in  publiJhing 
tliem,  that  Jury  would  commit  an  aft  of  injui^ce 
to  their  country  a.vl  to.  me,  if  not  an  adlof  per- 
jury,  that  (hoOld  call  them  falfe,  wicked,  V}d  mu^ 
Items, 

Dragonetti,  in  hirTreatife  ".  on  Virtues  and  Re-^ 
wards,"  has  a  paragraph  worthy  of  being  recorded 
in  every  country  in  the  world-*-"  The:  fotnce, 
V  (fays  he;,)  of  the  politician,  confi(ls  in  filling  the. 
•*  true  point  of  happinefs  and  freedom.  Thofe 
"  men  would  deferve  the  gratitude  of  ages,  who 
*■'  (hould  dif^over  a  mode  of  gofernmenc  that^con- 
*>  tained  the  grcateft  fum  ^i^^ivuiual  bt^in^ 
"  with  the  Icaft  mtiemU  exp^m^^'\  But^j4Hne9 
fre  to  be'iBRde  ujfe  of  to  pfohibic  enquiry,  to^  fup^ 
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prcfs  truth,  and  to  ftop  the  progrels  of  knowledge, 
jchis  boaftcd  palladium  of  liberty  becomes  the  moft 
IJucceisful  inftrument  of  tyranny. 

Among  the  arts  praclifed  uc  the  Bar,  and  from 
yhc  Bench,  to  impofe  upon  the  under;  tanding  of  a 
Jury,  and  obtain  a  Verdift  where  the  confcienccs  f^ 
m^n  could  not  otherwife  confent,  one  of  the  moft 
fuccefsful  has  been  that  of  calling  irutb  a  lil/el,  ind 
of  infinuating*  that  the  words  "  faljdlyt  wickedly  % 
f*  and  malicieufly"  though  they  are  nriade  the  for- 
midable and  high  fpunding  part  of  the  charge,  arc 
not  matters  for  confideration  with  a  jury.  For 
what  piirpofe,  then,  are  they  retained,  unlefs  it  be 
for  that  of  impofition  and  w^ful  defamation  ? 

I  caqnot  conceive  a  grea^r  violation  of  ordo-, 
nor  a  more  ^bomipable  infult  upon  morality  and 
vpoh  human  underftanding,  than  to  fee  a  man  fit* 
ting  in  the  judgment  feat,  affeAing,  by  an  and- 
jcjuated  foppery  of  drefs,  to  imprefs  the  audience 
with  awe  i  then  caufing  witnefles  and  Jurjr  to  be 
fworn  to  truth  apd  juftice,  himfelf  having  offici- 
ally fworn  the  fame  i  then  caufing  to  be  read  a  pro- 
fAution  againft  a  man,  charging  him  with  having 
Viicludly  and  malicin^y  wrUien  andpubli/hed  a  cer~ 
laiufalfit  wifked,  and  Jeditious  ioeki  and  having 
gone  through  all  this  with  a  (hew  of  iblemnity,  as 
|f  he  faw  the  eye  of  the  Almighty  darting  through 
the  roof  of  the  building  likp  a  ray  of  li^t,  turn, 
in  an  inftant,  the  whole,  into  a  farce,  and,  in  order 
50  obtain  a  verdid  that  coukl  iK>t  otherwife  be  ob^ 
^iacd,  tell  the  Jury  that  the  charge  '^fal/fly,  wkh- 
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eMjr»  and/edifioufyy  meant  nothing  i  that  truth  wm 
out  of  the  queftion ;  and  that  whether  the  peribn 
accufed  fpoke  truth  or  falfliood,  or  intended  virtU" 
ot{fy  or  wickedly y  was  the  fame  thing  {  and  finally 
conclude  the  wretched  inqL^atorial  fcene,  by  (bat- 
ing fokne  antiquated  precedent,  equally  as  abonnina- 
ble  as  that  which  is  then  adding,  or  giving  Ibme 
opitiion  of  his  own,  and  falfely  tailing  the  one  and 
the  otber-^Law,  It  was,  moft  probably,  to  fuch 
a  Judge  as  this,  that  the  mod:  folemn  of  all  reproofe 
was  given*—"  ^e  Lord  will  /mito  tbee^  thou  lobit^ 
"  enedwaU." 

I  now  proceed  to  offer  feme  remarks  on  what  !S 
called  a  Special  Jury.— As  to  what  is  called  a  Spe- 
cial Verdid,  I  ftiall  make  no  other  remark  upon 
it,  than  that  it  is  in  reality  not  a  verdid.  It  is  an 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Jury  to  delegate,  or  of 
the  Bench  to  obtain,  the  exercife  of  that  right 
which  is  committed  to  the  Jury  only. 

With  relpedl  to  Special  Juries,  I  Ihall  date  fuch 
matters  as  I  have  been  able  to  coUeA,  for  I  do  not 
find  any  uniform  opinion  concerning  the  mode  of 
appointing  them.  :* 

In  the  firft  place,  this  mode  of  trial  is  but  of 
modern  invention,  and  the  origin  of  it,  as  I  am 
told,  is  as  follows : 

Formerly,  when  difputes  arofe  between  Mer- 
chants, and  were  brought  b^ore  a  Court,  the  cafe 
was,  that  the  nature  of  their  commerce,  and  the  me* 
thod  of  keeping  Merchants  accounts,  npt  being 
fufficiently  underftood  by  perfons  out  of  their  own 
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line,  it  became  aeceflary  to  depart  from  the  cotTi« 
inon  mode  of  appointing  Juries,  and  to  feledt  fuch 
perfons  for  a  Jury  whofe  fraSieal  hiowledga  would 
enable  them  to  decide  upon  the  cafe.  From  rhit 
introdudionj  Special  Juries  became  more  general^ 
but  fome  doubts  having  arifen  as  to  their  legality, 
an  aft  was  pafTed  in  the  3d  of  Geo.  II.  to  eftablifh 
them  as  l^al,  and  alfo  to  extend  them  to  all  cafes, 
not  only  between  individuals,  but  in  cafes  where  the 
Government  itjelf  Jhould  be  the  Profecutor.  This 
moft  probably  gave  rife  to  the  fufpicion  io  gene- 
rally entertained  of  packing  a  Juryj  becaufe,  by 
this  aft,  when  the  crown,  as  it  is  called,  is  the  Prb<- 
fecutor,  the  Mafter  of  the  Crown-ofHce,  who  holds 
his  office  under  the  Crown,  is  th^  perfon  ,who 
either  wholly  nominates,  or  has  great  power  ii| 
nominating  the  Jury,  and  therefore  it  has  gready 
the  appearance  of  the  profecuting  party  felefting  a 
Jury. 

The  procefs  is  as  follows} 

On  motion  being  made  in  Court,  by  either  the 
Plaintiff  or  Defendant,  for  a  Special  Jury,  the 
Court  grants  it  or  not,  at  its  own  difcretion. 
:  If  it  be  granted,  the  Solicitor  of  the  party  that 
applied  for  the  Special  Jury  gives  notice  to  the  So- 
licitor of  the  adverfe  party, :  d  a  day  and  hour  are 
appointed  for  them  to  meet  at  the  office  of  the  Maf- 
ter of  the  Crown-office.  The  Mafter  of  the 
Crown-office  fends  to  the  ShcrilF  or  his  deputy, 
who  attends  with  the  SherifPs  book  of  FreehoWers. 
from  this  book,  forty-eight  names  arc  taktnt  and 
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a  copy  thereof  given  to  each  of  the  parties  {  and  on 
a  future  day  notice  is  again  given*  and  the  Solicitors 
meet  a  fecond.  time,  and  each  ftrikes  out  twdve 
names.  The  Uft  being  thus  reduced 'from  fortyo 
eight  to  twenty-four,  th';  firft  twelve  that  appear  in 
%  Court,  and  anfwcr  to  their  names,  is  the  Special 
Juiy  for  that  caufe.  The  firft  operation,  that  of 
taking  the  ^orty-  eight  names,  is  called  nominatii^ 
the  Jury ;  and  the  reducing  them  to  twenty-four  is 
called  ftriking  the  Jury. 

Having  thus  flated  the  general  procefs,  I  come  to 

particulars,  and  the  firft  queftion  will  be,  how  are 

•   the  forty-  eighf  names,  out  of  which  the  Jury  is  to 

be  ftruck,  obtained  from  the  Sheriffs  book?  for 

herein  lies  the  principal  ground  of  fufpicion,  witH 

TtCpeSt  to  what  is  underftood  by  packing  of  Juriea, 

Either  they  muA  be  tekcn  by  fome  rule  agreed . 

■  upon  between  (he  parties,^  or  by  fume  common  rule 

known  and  eftablifhed  before-hand,  or  at  the  dif- 

cretion  of  fome  perfon,  who,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  ought 

to  be  perfectly  difinterefted  iq  the  iffue,  a^  well 

officially  as  otherwiie. 

In  the  cafe  of  Merchants,  and  in  all  cafes  between 
individuals,  the  Mafter  of  the  office,  cal!ed  the 
Crown-office,  is  officially  an  indifferent  perfon,  and 
as  fuch  may  \x  a  proper  perfon  to  aft  between  the 
parties,  and  prefent  them  with  a  lift  of  forty-eight 
names,  out  of  which  each  partj  is  to  ftrikc  twelve. 
But  the  cafe  affiimes  an  entire  different  charader 
when  the.  Government  itfelf  is  the  Profecutor.  • 
The  Mafter  of  the  Crown-office  is  then  an  officer- 
holding 
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holding  his  office  under  the  Profecucor  {  and  h  is 
therefore  no  wonder  that  the  fufpicion  of  packing 
Juries  (hould,  in  fiich  cafes,  have  been  fo  prevalent. 

This  will  apply  with  additional ,  force,  when  the 
{irdecution  is  commenced  againft  the  Author  or 
Publifher  of  fuch  Works  as  treat  of  reforms,  and  , 
of  the  abolition  of  fuperfiuous  places  and  offices, 
tec.  becaufe  in  fuch<  cafes  every  perfon  holding  an 
office,  fubjeft  to  that  fufpicion,  becomes  Interefted 
as  a  parly  i  and  the  office,  called  the  Crown-offic^ 
may,  upon  examination,  be  found  to  be  of  this^de- 
fcription. 

I  have  heard  it  affertcd,  that  the  Matter  of  the 
Crown  office  is  to  open  the  Sheriff's  book  as  it 
were  per  hazard,  and  take  thereout  forty-e^ht/c;/' 
/«w/»;  /iiames,  to  which  the  word  Merchant  c  '^i^ 
quire  is  affixed.     The  fbrnier  of  the|e   .<«  cer- 
tainly proper,  when  the  cafe  is  betwf>'  .1  Merchants, 
aad  it  has  reference  to  the  origin  of  the  cuftom, 
and  to  nothing  elfe.    As  to  the  word  Efquire, 
every  man  is  an  Elquire  who  pleafes  to  call  him- 
felf  £fi)uire ;  and  the  fenfible  part  of  mankind  are 
'  kaving  it  off.    But  the  matter  for  enquiry  is,  whe- 
ther there  be  any  exiftiog  law  to  dired:  the  mode 
by  which  the  forty-eight  names  ffiall  be  taken,  or 
wither  the  mode  be  merely  that  of  cuftom  which 
the  office  has  created ;  or  whether  the  fele&ion  of  the 
forty^ight  names  be  wholly  at  the  difcretion  and  ' 
choice  of  the  Matter  of  the  Crown-office  ?  One  or 
other  of  the  two  latter  appears  to  be  the  cafe,  bc- 
qaufc  the  aft  already  mentioned,    of  the  3d  o£ 
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Geo.  IL  lays  down  no  rule  or  mode,  nor  refers  to  Mf 
preceding  law — but  fays  only^  that  Special  Juried 
ihall  hereafter  be  (truck,  "  in  fuch  manner  as  Spt' 
"  fiai  Juries  have  been  and  are  ufually  ftruck*' 

This  Z&.  appears  to  me  to  have  been  what  \t 
generally  underftood  by  a  "  deep  take  in"  It  was 
Atced  to  the  fpur  of  the  moment  In  which  it  was 
paired,  3d  of  Geo.  II  when  parties  ran  high,  and 
it  ferved  to  throw  into  the  hands  of  Walpole,  who 
was  then  Minifter,  the  management  of  Juries  in 
Crown  profccutions,  by  making  the  nomination  of 
the  forty-eight  perfons^  from  whom  the  Jury  was 
to  be  ftruck,  follow  the  precedent  eftablilhed  by 
cultom  between  individuals,  and  by  this  means  ic 
dipt  into  praAice  with  lefs  fufpicion.  Now,  the 
manner  of  obtaining  Special  Juries  through  the 
medium  of  an  officer  of  the  Government,  fuch  for 
inftance  as  a  Mafter  of  the  Crown-office,  nnay  be 
impartial  in  the  cafe  of  Merchants,  or  other  indivi- 
duals, but  it  becomes  hTghly  improper  and  fufpici- 
ous  in  lljjbs  where  the  Government  itfelf  is  one  of 
the  parties.  And  it  muft,  upon  the  whole,  appear 
a  ftrange  inconfiftency,  that  a  Government  flioukl 
keep  one  officer  to  commence  profccutions,  and 
another  officer  to  Dominate  the  forty-eight  perfons 
from  whom  the  Jury  is  to  be  ftruck,  both  of  whom 
are  officers  of  the  Civil  Lift,  and  yet  continue  to 
can  this  by  the  pompous  name  oi  the  glorious -Rifjk 
of  trial  by  Jury  I 

In  the  cafe  of  the  King  againft  Jordan,  for  pub- 
lifhing  RIGHTS  or  man,  the  Attorney-General 
moved  for  the  appointment  of  a  Special  Jury,  and 
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the  Mafter  of  the  Crown-office  nominated  the  forty- 
eight  perfons  himfclf,  and  took  them  from  fuch 
part  of  the  Sheriffs  book  as  he  pleafed.   The  trial 
did  not  come  on,  occafioncd  by  Jordan  withdraw- 
ing his  plea ;  but  if  it  had,  it  might  have  afforded 
an  opportunity  of  difcuffing  the  fubjefk  of  Special 
Juries ;  for  though  fuch  difcufTion  might  have  had 
no  cffccl  in  the  Court  of  King's-Bench,  it  would, 
in  the  prefent  difpofition  for  enquiry,  have  had  a 
confidcrable  efled  upon  the  Country  i  and  in  all 
national  reforms,  this  is  the'proper  point  to  begin 
ar.     Put  a  Country  right,  and  it  will  foon  put  Go- 
vernment right.  Among  the  improper  things  afted 
by  the  Government  in  the  cale  of  Special  Juries, 
on  their  own  motion,  one  has  been  that  of  treating 
the  Jui^  with  a  dinner,  and  afterwards  giving  each 
Juiyman  two  guineas,  if  a  verdidb  be  found  for 
the  profecution,  and  only  one  if  otherwife  j  and  it 
has  been  long  obferved,  that  in  London  and  We(i- 
miniVer  there  are  perfons  who  appear  to  make  a 
trade  of  ferving,  by  being  fo  frequently  fd^  upon 
Special  Juries. 

Thus  much  for  Special  Juries.  As  to  what  is 
called  a  Common  Jury,  upon  any  Government  pro- 
fecution againft  the  Author  or  Publifher  of  rights 
OF  MAN,  during  the  time  of  the  pre/ent  Sberrfiy,  I 
have  one  qu'.ftion  to  offer,  which  is,  wbtther  the 
frsfent  Sbirffs  of  London,  having  publicly  priyudged 
the  (aft,  ly  the  part  they  have  taken  in  procuring  an 
Addrefsfrom  the  county  of  MiddUfeXt  ( kit  wever  di- 
minutive and  ittjigntficant  the  mtmber  of  Addnffers 
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were,  being  only  we  hundred andeigbteen) are eligl-t 
hie  or  proper  perjons  to  be  entrufied  with  the  powef 
9/ returning  a  Jury  to  try  the  iffue  of  any  Jutb  profe- 

cution  t 

But  the  vhole  matter  appears,  at  leaft  to  me,  to 
be  worthy  of  a  more  cxtenfive  confrderation  than 
what  relates  to  any  Jury,  whether  Special  or  Com- 
mon ;  for  the  cafe  is,  whether  any  part  of  a  whole 
nation,  locally  felefted  as  a  Jury  of  twelve  men  «l* 
ways  is,  be  competent  to  judge  and  determine  (pt 
the  whole  nation,  on  any  matter  that  relates  t^ 
fyftems  and  principles  of  Government,  and  whether 
it  be  not  applying  the  inftitution  of  Juries  to  pur-" 
pofes  for  which  fuch  inftitution  was  not  intended  ? 
For  example, 

i  have  affcrted,  in  the  Work  xi6hts  of  maw* 
that  as  every  man  in  the  nation  pays  taxes,  fo  h» 
every  man  a  right  to  a  ftiare  in  government,  and 
confequently  that  the  people  of  Manchefter,  Bir- 
mingham, Sheffield,  Leeds,  HalUfax,  &c.  &c.  have 
the  fame  right  as  thofe  of  London.  Shall  then 
twelve  men,  picked  out  between  Temple-bar  and 
Whitcchapel,  becaufe  the  book  happened  to  be 
firft  publiOied  there,  decide  upon  the  rights  of  the 
inhabitants  of  thofe  towns,  or  of  any  other  town 
or  village  in  the  nation  ? 

Having  thus  fpoken  of  Juries,  I  come  next  to 
offer  a  few  obfervftions  on  the  matter  contained  in 
the  information  or  profecution. 

The  work,  rights  of  man,  confifts  of  Part  the 

Firft,  and  Part  the  Second.     1  he  Firft  Part  the 

.V  profecutor 
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piofecutorhti  thought  it  moftpropwr to  kt  ftlonet 
and  from  the  Second  Part  he  hai  fckaed  a  few 
iMMt  pM«gr«phi,  making  in  the  whole  not  ^»itg 
two  peget  of  the  fame  printing  as  in  the  cheap  edi- 
tion,   Thofe  paragraphs  relate  chiefly  to  certain 
hSt^,  fuch  istheRevolutiono^  i6f  8,  and  the  coming 
of  George  the  Firft,  commonly  caUedof  the  Houfii 
of  Hanover,  or  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick,  or  fome 
fuch  houfe.    The  arguments,  plans,  and  princi- 
ples, conwined  in  the.  work,  the  profecutor  has  not 
w»tured  to  attack.    They  are  beyond  his  reach. 

The  Aft  which  the  profecutor  appears  to  reft 
moft  upon  for  the  fupport  of  the  profecution,  is  the 
AA  intituled,  "  An  Aft,  declaring  the  righta  and 
«  liberties  of  the  fubjefi',  and  fettling  the  fucce^ 
««  fion  of  the  crown,"  paffed  in  the  firft  ye«r  of 
Wijliam  and  Mary,  and  more  commonly  known  by 
the  name  ^f  the  «B1U  of  Rights." 

J  htlve  caUed  this  BiU  «  J  Bill  cfwr»ngs  mid  cf 
*riiffiib.'^  My  reitfons,  and  alio  my  proofs,  are  as  fol- 
lows t 

The  rocdKMcl  and  principle  which  this  Bill  take* 
fiir  declaring  rights  and  liberties,  are  in  direft  con- 
tndiftkHt  to  ri^ts  and  liberties »  it  is  an  affumed 
attempt  to  ttke  them  wholly  away  from  pofterity— 
for  the  declaration  in  the  faid  BiU  is  as  foHows: 

«  The  Loitls  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and 
«  Commons,  do,  in  the  name  •fM^}  tktftopU^  moft 
«  humbly  and  faithfully  ys^i/  /*«»/*/««,  tbeir 
»  kfirs,  a^dffi/ttr^ffrtven'*  that  is,  to.  WilHam 
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^  Mtry  W.  wife,  their  heir,  .nd  lueceflfoii.  TM# 
r.  ftrJge  w.y  of  dectaring  right.  «id  Ubcrt«.. 
But  the  Parliament  ^ho  m«le  th..  declarauon  m 
Ic  name,  and  on  the  p.rt.  of  the  P«>Pl'' ^.d  no 
Tuthority  f «t>m  them  for  fo  doinff-«id  w.th  refpeft 

wl^erinthecfe.  Ic  wa.  affumption  and  ufur- 
mtion.  1  have  reafoned  v«ry  extenGvely  agamlt 
Se  principle  of  thi.  Bill  in  the  firft  part  of  R.gh« 
of  Man ,  the  profecutor  ha.  fUently  admitted  that 
reafoning,  and  he  n.,w  commence,  a  profecuuon  on 
the  authority  of  the  Bill,  after  admiumg  the  rea- 

*^hriartob^obferved,that  the  declaration  in 
this  Bill,  abjcft  and  irrational  a.  it  i»,  had  no  other 
intentional  operation  than  againft  the  f^^^y^^^ 
Stuart.,  and  then-  abettor..    The  idea  did  not  then 
'  exift,  that  in  the  fpace  of  an  hundred  year.,  poltc. 
rity  might  difcover  •  diflfereht  and  much  better 
fyi^  of  government,  and  that  every  fpccieldf*eie- 
ditary  government  might  fell  as  Popes  and  Monkt 
had   falkn   before.    Thi.,  I  fay,  wa.  #ot  then 
thought  of,  and  therefore  the  appTicaudto  of  the 
Bill,  in  the  prcfcnt  cafe,  U  a  new,  erroneous^  and 
illegjil  application,  and  is  the  fame  at  creatii^  » 
new  BIYL  ex  pcft  faff 0,      .  r^-i.^ 

It  has  ever  bect>  the  craft  of  Courtiers,  for  ^m 
purpofc  of  keeping  up  an  ejtpenfive  and  ewwnou* 
Civil  Lift,  and  a  mummery  ofjufelefe  and  ana- 
<iuated  places  and  offices  at  the  public  eipence,  to 
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U  continually  hanging  England  Upon  fome  iridlvi- 
dual  or  other,  called  King^  though  the  man  might 
not  have  capacity  to  be  a  parilh  conftable.    Ths 
foUy  and  abfurdity  of  thi»  is  appearing  more  and 
more  every  day  j  and  ftill  thofc  men  continue  to  aft 
as  if  no  alteration  in  the  pxiblic  opinion  had  taken 
place.    They  hear  each  other's  nonfenfe,  and  fup- 
pofc  the  whole  nation  talks  the  fame  Gibbcri(h. 
•   Let  fuch  men  cry  up  the  Houfc  of  OrangCi  or 
the  Houfe  of  Brunfwkk,  if  they  pkafe.    They 
would  cry  up  any  other  houfe  if  it  fuiied  their  pur- 
pofe,  and  give  as  good  reafons  for  it.    But  what  is 
this  houfe,  or  that  ho^fe,  or  any  houfe  to  a  nation  ? 
«  Fw"  «  natim  to  h  frti,  it  is  Jufficient  that  Jhi 
**  Willi  it:*  Her  freedom  depends  wholly  upon  her- 
fclf,  and  not  on  any  houfe,  nor  on  any  individual. 
I  afk  not  in  what  light  this  cargo  of  foreign  houfea 
<appeafa  to  others^  but  I  will  fay  in  what  light  it 
appears  to  me.— It  was  like  the  treea  of  the  forcfls 
%tAg  unto  the  bramble,  come  thou  and  reign  over 

ui.  .  :     .     ,.  .1    .  •  •,. 

I- much  for  both  their  lidttfes.  I  fto#  come 
two  other  houfes,  which  are  alfo  put 
into  the  infbrmationj  and  thofc  are,  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,,  and  the  Houfe  of  Comnwns.  Here,  I  fup- 
pofc,  the  Attorney-General  intends  to  prove  me 
guilty  of  fpetdciflg  either  truth  or  fal(bood ;  for,  ac- 
cording to  the  modern  interpretation  of  Libek,  it 
doeanot  fignify  wluch,  and  the  only  improvement 
hecelTary  to  fliew  the  compleat  abfurdity  of  fuch 
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TheGentlcfnen,to  whom  I  (hall  next  add.  efs  my- 

fclf,  arc  thofc  who  have  ftiled  thcmfelvcs  ^'^ds 

«  oftbepiopUr  holding  their  meeting  at  the  Fre€^ 

mafops'  Tavern,  London.  ^  ^.   e       ..   :. 

One  of  the  principal  Members  of  this  Society,  is 
Mr.  Grey.  who.  I  bcUcve,  is  alfo  one  of  the  moft 
independent  Members  in  Parliament.  I  coUeft  this 
opinion  from  what  Mr.  Burke  formerly  mentioned 
to  me,  rather  than  from  any  knowledge  of  my  <Jwn. 
The  occiirion  was  as  fallows : 

I  was  in  England  at  the  time  the  bubble  broke 
forth  about  Nootka  Sound;  and  the  day  after  the 
King's  Mefiage,  as  it  is  called,  was  fent  W  Parlia- 
meat.  I  wrote  a  note  t»  Mr.  Burke,  that  upon  the 
condition  the  French  Revolution  (hould  not  be  a 
mi€t  (for  he  was  then  writing  the  book  1  have 
fmcc  anfwered)  1  would  call  on  him  the  next  day. 
«nd  mention  feme  matters  I  was  acquainted  with, 
refpeaing  that  affair,  for  it  appeared  to  me  extra- 
ordinary, that  any  body  of  men,  calling  themfclves 
Rcprefentatives,  OiouW  commit  themfclves  fo  pre- 
cipiiittly,  or,  «  Oecp  obedience."  as  Pariiament 
was  then  doing,  and  run  a  natioainto  expencc,  and, 
perhaps  a  war,  without  fo  much  as  enquiring  into 
the  cafe,  or  the  fub^ea.  of  both  l^hich  I  had  fomc 

knowkdge.  .      .  v     •- 

When  I  faw'Mr.  Burke,  and  mentioned  the  cirr 
camfkances  to  him.  he  particularly  fpoke  of  Mt^. 
Grey,  as  the  attcft  Member  to  bring  fueh  matters 
forward,  for,  faid  Mr.  Burke,  «  /  m  not  tbeprb- 
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!.V  I«rfi.«  to  do  it,  a.  I  «n  in  .  tr«iy  with  I^f. 
-Pitcboo.  Mr.  Hatting.',  trial."  I  h^*  the  At, 
,or„L  General  wiU  aUow.  that  Mr.  Burke  w« 

"fc^brlngmyfelfu.  believe.  4.t.he8«».I 
motive  of  thi.  Society  »  «>y  thing  more  than  tl.« 
r^ich  e«ry  former  f^nm^<«r  -?fo&««a 
tet™  governed,  ami  by  which  the  prefen. 
MoR^entU-own.    Filing  in  thdr  l»rfu«  rf 
powr.nd  phc.  widiin  doorfc  they  h«re  now  (»d 
CI.  in  a  very  mannerly  m«>.^)  «^™«l 
,0  poffefs  .hemfelve.  of  that  ground  out  of  doo«. 
wnlli.  had  it  not  been  m  <:-  "  other..  wouW  nM 
rve;e.m»lebyth«n.     ...l.p«»t«» 

have  w«ch«i,  with  more  ^-'-^S*"  f™^ 
L  progref.  of  a  certrin  pubUoUon.  «d  *ten  d«y 
t't1«l  "cited.fpiritof  »qu^.»a_-»- 

pidly  fpr.«Kng.  Aey  ftepH  'T^f,"  ^^ 
the  opportunity.  «»1  Mr.  Fox »»» «»>^  »  ^ 

tr.Jbgthis;h.  '•■www^f!*'^^ 

Ais  caft.  fuch.  I  me-.. « thofe  who  «™»^r^ 
p,^«..nd.yebyfor^.-j^«e»^^^ 

^  bufinefs.  ftittet  it  «>  no.h,ng.  I«r»«  '^« 
"  ,pk,  and  U«  event  «.  dTemfeWa  ge»«^  ". 
L  th^  RO  juftfarenough  B.  mJ«  "f"""^*^ 
Z.  wi*o«t  going  fiir  «o.gt>  to  m*e  feend.  of 
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Whoeircr  wUl  rtad  the  declarations  of  this  So- 
ciety, of  the  15th  of  April,  and  5th  of  May,  i»iU 
and  a  ftudicd  rcfcrve  upon  all  the  points  that  arc 
^  abufes.    They  fpeak  not  once  of  the  e^ava- 
fiance  of  Government,  of  the  abominable  lift  of  .n- 
.eceffaryandfinecurepl^e.  f^  P^"^"^^^^^^^^ 
enormity  of  the  Civil  Lift,  of  the  ex  efs  rf  tax^ 
nor  of  any  one  matter  that  fubftanu^ly  affefts  the 
nation ,  and  from  fome  converfation  that  has  paffed 
in  that  Society,  it  does  not  appear  ^o^^^l^^^ 
any  part  of  their  plan,  to  carry  this  clafs  of  reform, 
fetopraaice.    NoOppofition  Party  ever  did,  whea 
it  gained  poffcflion. 

In  making  thefe  free  obfcrvations,  I  mean  not  w 
enter  into  contention  with  this  Society,  thcdr  mci- 
^ity  towaids  me  is  what  I  (hould  expeft  from 
placi.hunti«g  reformers.    They  are  welcome,  how- 
^,  to  the  ground  they  have  advanced  upon;  and 
I  wiQi  that  every  individual  among  them  may  att 
in  the  lame  upright,  uninauenced.  and  public  fpi- 
rited,m«u»er  that  I  have  done.    Whatever  reformt 
roaybcobfiuned,  and  by  whateveritieans.  they  wiU 
be  for  t*»«  beneHt  of  others,  and  not  of  me.    I 
have  no  other  intercft  in  the  caofc  than  the^intcreft 
of  my  heart.    The  part  I  have  afttd  has  been 
whoUy  that  of  a  volunteer,  unconnefted  with  party  j 
and  When  1  ^uit,  it  Ihall  be  as  honourably  as  I 

'^onOder  the  «foim  of  Parliament,  by  an  ap- 
plicadon  to  Parliament,  as  propofcd  by  the  Society. 
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to  be  a  worn-<lut  h;iickne]red  fubjeft,  about  which 
the  nation  is  tired,  and  the  parties  are  deceiving 
each  other.  It  is  not  a  fubjed  that  is  cognisable 
before  Parliament,  becaufe  no  Government  1|ms  a 
right  to  alter  itfelf,  either  ip  whok  or  in  part. 
The  right,  and  th«  exercife  of  that  right,  tpper- 
t. ins  to  the  nation  only,  and  the  proper  nne«tt  it 
by  a  national  convention,  ele^e4  for  the  purpofi;, 
by  all  the  people.  By  tl^s^  the  inll  oi  the  nation, 
vrhethcr  to  reform  or  not,  or  what  the  reform  ibaU 
be,  or  how  far  it  ihall  extend,  will  be  known,  and 
it  cannot  be  known  by  any  other  means.  Part^l 
addrefTes,  or  Separate  aflbciations,  «re  not  cefti> 
monies  of  the  gf;neral  will. 

It  is,  however,  certain  tbat  the  ojHnions  of  men, 
iwith  refpeA  to  fyftems  and  principles  of  govern* 
meni^  are  changing  M  in  all  countries.  'Tlieid<k 
teration  in  England,  within  the  fpace  o(  little  more 
than  a  year,  .is  far  greatfr  than  eould  then  have 
been  believed,  and  it  is  d#ily  and  hourly  increafing. 
It  moves 'along  the  country  wkh  the  fiJence  of 
thought.  The  enormous  tj^nce  of  Qevennnenc 
has  provoked  men  to  think,  by  nni^ng  tliesi  ||mI| 
and  the  f^rcclamation  has  ferHfed  toincrej^  jeakwfy 
and  difguft.  To  prevent,  therrfor6,.thofe  commo* 
t'tons  which  too  often  and  too  fuddenly  arife  icnm 
fu0bcated  difcoa^ntft,  it  is  be^  ^at  die  (jeneiil 
WILL  Ihould  have  the  full  and  free  qppcniMui|! 
of  being  publicly  afcertMaed  wd  known. 
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Wretehed  as  the  date  of  reprefrntation  is  in 
England}  it  is  every  day  becoming  worfe,  becaufe 
the  unieprefented  parts  of  the  nation  are  increafing 
«^'  in  population  and  property,  and  the  rrprefented 

parts  are   decreafing.     It  is,  therefore,    no  ill. 
grouflided  efttmation  to  fay,  that  as  not  one  perfon 
in  feven  is  reprefented,  at  leaft  fourteen  millions 
'of  tates,  out  of  the  fcventeeft  millions,  are  paid  by 
the  unreprefcnted  part;  for  although  copyholds 
Mid  lea(ch<^s  are  afleflcd  Co  the  land-tax,  the  holders 
are  unreprcfent«!d.    Should  then  a  general  demur 
take  place  as  to  the  obligation  of  paying  taxes,  on 
the  ground  <^  not  being  reprefented,  it  is  not  the 
Rcprcfentatives  of  rotten  Boroughs,  nor^  Special 
Juries,  that  em  decide  die  queftion.    This  is  one 
of  the  poffibk  calb  that  ought  to  be  forefeen,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  inconventencies  that  might 
.  arife  to  numerous  individuals,  by  provoking  it 
1  cohlefs  I  have  no  idea  of  petitioning  for  rights. 
Whatever  the  rights  of  people  are,  they  have  a 
fight  to  them,  and  none  have  a  right  either  to 
withhddthem,  or  to  grant  them.    Government 
ought  10  be  eftablMhed  on  fuch  pptn^ipks  of  jtiftice 
as  to  exclude  the  occafion  of  all  &ch  af^licadons, 
for  wherever  they  appear  they  arc  viftf^  dccu- 
fittions.  "        ' '* 

I  wifli  diat  Mr.  Grey,  fince  he  has  embalmed  in 
the  bofinels,  would  take  the  whole  of  it  into  con* 
fideration*  He  will  then  lee  that  the  right  of  16. 
fin-ming  the  ftate  of  tl\e  Repreientadon  does  not 
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rcfide  in  Parliamenti  find  that  the  only  motion  he 
could  confidently  make,  would  be,  that  ParliannenC 
ftould  recommnd  the  clcftion  of  ii  convention  by 
all  the  people,  becaufe  all  pay  taxes.  But  «rhether 
Parliament  recommended  it  or  not,  the  righr  of  , 
the  nation  would  ncithcp  be  Icfleiled  nor  increifcd 
thereby. 

As  to  Petitions  from  the  unreprcfented  part, 
dicy  ought  not  to  be  looked  for.  As  well  might  ■'■ 
it  h?  cxpcftcd  that  Manchefter,  Sheffield,  &c. 
ftiould  petition  the  rotten  Boroughs,  as  that  they 
(hould  petition  the  Reprefcntatives  of  thofc  Bo- 
roughs. Thofc  two  towns  alone  pay  far  more 
taxes  than  all  the  rotten  Boroughs  put  together, 
and  it  is  fcarcely  to  be  cxpefted  they  (hould  pay 
their  court  either  to  the  Boroughs,  or  the  Borough-  - 
Ynongers. 

It  ought  alfo  to  be  obfcrvcd,  that  what  is  cilM 
Parliament,  is  compofed  of  two  houfes  that  have 
always  declared  againft  the  right  of  each  other  to 
interfere  in  any  matter  that  related  to  the  circuin- 
ftanccs  of  either,  particularly  that  of  eledtien.  A 
reform,  therefore,  in  the  reprefentation  cannot,  'on, 
the  ground  they  have  individually  taken,  become 
the  fubjed  of  an  aft  of  Parliament,  becaufe  fuch  a 
mode  would  include  the  interference,  againft  which 
the  Commons  on  their  part  have  pfotcfted  j  but 
muft,  a*  well  on  the  ground  of  formality,  as  on  thit 
of  right,  proceed  from  *  National  Convemiofl. 
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Let  Mr.  Grey,  or  any  other  man,  fit  down  and 
endeavour  to  put  his  thoughts  together,  for  the 
purpofe  of  drawing  up  an  application  to  Parliament 
for  a  reform  of  Parliament,  and  he  will  foon  con- 
vince himfclf  of  the  folly  of  the  attempt.  He  wifi 
find  that  he  catanot  get  on)  that  he  cannot  make 
his  thoughts  join,  fo  as  to  produce  any  effed }  for 
whatever  formality  of  words  he  may  ufe,  they  wiU 
unavoidably  include  two  ideas  diredtly  oppofed  to 
each  other  t  the  one  in  fetting  forth  the  reafons, 
the  other  in  praying  for  the  relief,  and  the  two, 
when  placed  together,  would  ftand  thus :— "  the 
"  RepreJenlatioH  in  Parliament  is  Jo  very  corrupt^ 
'<  that  we  cun  no  longer  confide  in  ity — and,  there- 
"  fore,  confiding  in  the  jufticeand  tjoifdom  of  Parlia^. 
**  ntenty  tot  pray,''  &c.  &c. 

The  heavy  manner  in  whith  every  former  pro- 
pofed  application  to  Parliament  has  dragged,  fuffi- 
«:tently  fliews,  that  though  the  nation  might  not 
exa&Iy  fee  the  awkwardnefs  of  the  meifbre,  it  could 
not  clearly  fee  its  way  by  that  mean.  To  this 
aUb  may  be  added  another  remark,  which  is,  that 
the  worfe  Parliament  is,  the  Id's  will  be  the  in- 
dinatbn  to  petition  it,  This  indifference,  viewed 
as  it  ought  to  be,  is  one  of  the  ftrongeft  cenfures 
the  public  can  exprefs.  It  is  as  if  they  were  to 
fay,  ^*  Ye  are  not  worth  reforming." 

Let  Sflf  man  examine  the  Court-Kalendar  of 
Placemen  in  both  Houfes,  and  the  manner  in 
Whjigh  the  Ciyil  l^ift  operates,  and  he  wiU  be_^at 
■   —    -  ^m 
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6o       tETTER  TO  THE  ADDRESSERS, 
no  lofs  to  account  for  this  indiBference  and  want 
of  confidence  on  one  fide,  nor  of  the  oppofition  to 
reforms  on  the  other. 

Befides  the  numerous  lift  of  paid  perfons  CKhi- 
bited  in  the  Court-Kalendar,  which  fo  indecendy 
ftares  the  nation  in  the  face,  there  is  an  unknown 
number  of  maOced  Penfioiiers,  which  renders  Par* 
liament  ftill  more  fufpcaed.  .,    „    . 

Who  would  have  fuppofed  that  Mr.  Burke, 
holding  forth  as  he  formerly  did  againft  fccret  in* 
nee.  and  corrupt  majorities,  fliould  become  a 
coiKealed  Penfioncr?    I  will  now  ftate  the  cafe, 
not  for  the  liide  purpofe  of  expofing  Mr.  Burke, 
but  to  (hew  the  inconfiftency  of  any  application  to. 
a  body  of  men,  more  than  half  of  whom,  as  far  a» 
the  nation  can  at  prefent  know,  may  be  in  the 
fame  cafe  wiih  himfelf. 

Towards  the  end  of  Lord  North's  adminUN- 
tion,  Mr.  Burke  brought  a  bill  into  Parliament, 
gcneraUy  known  by  the  nannc  of  Mr.  Burke^a 
Keform  Bill  j  in  which,  attiong  other  things,  it  la 
enafted,  **  Thjit  no  ptnfion,  exceeding  the  (um 
of  three  hundred  pounds  a  year,  fliall  be  granted 
to  any  one  perfon,  and  that  the  whole  amount 
of  the  penfions  granted  in  one  year  fliall  not 
exceed  fix  humlred  pounds  j    a  lift  of  which, 
■  together  with  the  names  of  the  per/otis  to  whom 
*«  the  lame  are  granted,  fhaU  be  laid  befort  Far- 
Hament  in  twenty  day*  after  the  beginning  of 
each  feflion,  untU  the  whole  penfion  lift  fliafi  ^ 
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••reduced  to  ninety  thoufand  pounds."  Aprovifory 
claufe  it  afterwards  added,  «  That  it  (hall  be  lawful 
«»for  the  Firft  Commiffioner  of  the  Trcafury,  to 
"  return  into  the  Exchequer,  any  penfion  or  an- 
•«  nuity,  witkout  a  name,  on  his  making  oath  that 
"  fuch  penfion  or  annuity  is  not  dircftly  or  indr 
««  reaiy  for  che  benefit,  ufc,  or  behoof,  of  any 
«  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons" 

But  foon  after  that  Adminiftration  ended,  and 
the  party  Mr.  Burke  afted  with  came  into  power, 
it  appears,  from  the  circumaances  1  am  going  to 
relate,  that  Mr.  Burke  became  himfelf  a  Penfioncr 
m  difguife  i  in  a  fimiliar  manner,  as  if  a  penfion  had 
been  granted  in  the  name  of  Johr  Nokes,  to  be 
privately  paid  to  and  enjoyed  by  Tom  Stiles.    The 
name  of  Edmund  Burke  does  not  appear  m  the  oti- 
ginal  tranfaftion:  but  after  the  penfion  was*- 
teined,  Mr.  Burke  wanted  to  make  the  moft  of  it 
at  once,  by  felling  or  mortgaging.it  j  and  the  gen. 
tleman,  in  whofe  name  the  penfion  (lands,  applied 
to  one  oif  the  public  offices  for  that  purpofc.    Thia 
unfortunately  brought  forth  the  name  of  EJmmd 
Burke,  is  the  real  Penfioner  of  1,500!.  per  annum. 
When  men  trumpet  forth  what  they  call  the  blef- 
fiiigs  of  the  Cortfiitutton,  it  ought  to  be  knowft 
what  fort  of  Weffings  they  allude  to. 

As  to  the  Civil  Lift,  of  a  million  a  year,  it  is  not  ^ 
to  be  fuppo(ed  that  any  one  man  can  eat,  drink,  or 
confume  the  whole  upon  himfelf.    Tiie  cafe  is,  that 
ibove  half  this  fum  is  annually  apportioned  among 

Courtiers, 
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ii        LETTER  to  THE  ADDRESSeW* 
Courtiers,  and  Court  Memben,  of  botliHwfc*,  i» 
places  and  offices,  altogether  infignificant  and  p?r- 
fcftly  ufelcfs,  as  to  every  purpofe  of  civil,  rationalrf 
and  manly  government.    For  ififtaiice. 

Of  what  ufc  in  the  fciencc  and  fyftem  of  Govern- 
ment is  what  is  called  a  Lord  Chamberlain,  a  Ma* 
fter  and  a  Miftrcfs  of  the  Robes,  a  Mafter  of  the 
Horfe,  a  Mafter  of>thc  Hawks,  and  an  hundred 
other  fuGh  things.  Laws  derive  no  additional  force, 
nor  additional  excellence,  from  fuch  murtimery. 

In  the  diiburremcnts  of  the  Civil  Lift  for  tlieyear 
1786  (which  may  be  feen  in  Sir  John  Sinclair** 
Hiftory  of  the  Revenue)  are  four  feparatc  chargfc* 
for  this  mummery  office  of  Chamberlain, 
ift       -      £'  38>778  17  — 
ad     -       *      3*000  -^  — 
% .     3d      -       -    24,069  19  — 
4th    -        -    10,000  18    3 

75.U9  >4    3 
befides /;.  1,1 19  charged  for  Alms* 

From  this  lamplc,  the  reft  may  be  gueffed  aC^ 
As  to  the  Mafter  of  the  Hawks,  (there  arc  no  hawks 
kept,  and  if  there  were,  it  is  no  reafon  the  people! 
fliould  pay  thecxpcnce  of  feeding  thcmj,  m?ny  of 
whom  are  put  to  it  to  get  bread  for  tteir  children) 

hisfalarj'  is  i,37^^'  i®'*  • 

And  befiics  a  lift  of  i»ms  of  this  kipd,  fufficient 
to  fill  a  quire  of  paper,  the  Pcnfion  lifts  aJoncaro 
107,4041.  13*.  4</.  which  is  a  greater  to  than 

all 
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all  the  expcnce*  of  the  federal  Government  in  Ame- 
rica amount  to. 

Among  the  itemi,  there  are  two  I  had  no  expefta- 
tion  of  finding,  and  which,  in  this  day  of  enquiry 
after  Civil  Lift  influence,  ought  to  be  expofed.  Tlw 
one  ii  an  annual  payment  of  one  thoufand  fcven 
hundred  pounds  to  the  Diffenting  Minifters  in  Eng. 
land,  and  eight  hundred  pounds  to  thofeof  Ireland, 
This  is  the  fa£t  j  and  the  diftribution  as  J  am  in- 
formed,  is  as  foUows  i  The  whole  futo  of  £.1,700 
is  paid  to  one  perfon,  a  Diflcnting  Minifter  in  Lon- 
don, who  divides  it  among  eight  others,  and  thofo 
eight  among  fuch  others  as  they  pleafe.    The  Lay- 
body  of  the  Diffcntcrs,  and  many  of  their  principal 
Minifters,  have  longconfidcrcd  it  as  dilhonourablc, 
and  have  endeavoured  to  prevent  it,  but  ftiU  it 
continues  to  be  fecretly  paid  i  and  as  the  worW  has 
fometimes  feen  very  fulfomc  Addreffe*  firom  parts 
pf  that  body,  it  may  naturally  be  fuppofed  that  the 
receivers,  like  Bilhops  and  other  Court-Clergy,  are 
not  idle  in  promoting  them.    How. the  money  is 
diftributed  in  Ireland,  1  know  not. 

To  recount  all  the  fecrcthiftory  of  the  Civil  Uft 
IS  not  the  intention  of  this  publication.  It  is  fuffi- 
cient,  in  this  placl,  to  cxpofe  its  general  cbarader* 
and  the  mafs  of  inBuence  it  keeps  alive.  It  wiU 
neceflarily  become  one  of  the  objefts  of  reform » 
and  therefore  enough  is  faid  to  (hew  that,  under  its 
operation,  no  appiication  to  Parliament  can  beex> 
peac4  to  fuccced,  nor  can  confiftcntly  be  made. 
'^  ,  Such 
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Such  refortm  will  not  be  promoted  by  the  Ptitf 
that  is  in  ooffcffion  of  thofc  places,  nor  by  the  Op- 
pofuion  who  arc  waiting  for  them  ,  and  as  to  a  «#r* 
reform  in  the  fta  e  of  the  Reprefcntation.  under  the 
idea  that  another  Parliament,  differently  eleaed  to 
the  prefent;  but  ftiU  a  component  third  part  of  the 
fame  fyftem,  and  fubjeft  to  the  controul  of  the  other 
two  parts,  will  abolilh  thofe  abufcs.  is  altogether 
dclufton  i  becaufe  it  is  not  only  imprafticable  on 
the  ground  of  formality,  but  is  unwifely  expofing 
another  ftt  of  men  to  the  fame  corruptions  that  have 
tainted  the  prcfent. 

Were  all  the  objcfts  that  require  a  reform  ac- 
complilhable  by  a  mere  reform  in  the  ftate  of  the 
Reprefcntation,  the  perfons  who  compofc  the  pre- 
fent  Parliament  might,  with  rather  more  propriety 
be  afked  to  abolilh  all  the  abufes  themfclvcs,  than 
be  applied  to  as  the  mere  inftruments  of  doing  « 
by  a  future  Parliament.  If  the  virtue  be  wanting 
to  aboUrh  the  abufe,  it  is  alfo  wanting  to  aft  as  the 
means,  and  the  nation  muft,  of  neceffity,  proceed 
by  fomc  other  plan.       •      ,   X  .      .      u 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  ftiew  what  the  ab- 
tcft  condition  of  Parliament  is,  andthe  imprbpricty 
of  going  a  fccond  time  over  the%ne  ground  diat 
has  before  mifcarried,  I  come  to  the  remaimng 
partoftbefubjcA.  ^        ir.«^ 

There  ought  to  be,  in  the  conRitution  of  every 
country,  a  mode  of  referring  back,  on  any  ertraor^ 
dinary  occafioj^  to  tjic  f9vercign  and  '^'^^ 
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'fiicuent  power,  which  is  the  nation  itfelf.  The 
right  of  altering  any  part  of  a  Government  cannot, 
as  already  obferved,  refide  in  the  Government,  or 
that  Government  might  make  itfelf  what  it  pleafed. 
It  ought  alfo  to  be  taken  for  granted,  that  though 
a  nation  may  feel  inconvenienciesi  either  in  the  ex^ 
cef^  of  taxation,  or  in  the  mode  of  expenditure,  or 

'  in  any  thine;  elfe,  it  may  not  at  firft  be  (uSackntly 
aiTu/cd  in  ."hat  pare  of  its  government  the  defeiSb 
liCit  or  where  the  evil  originates*  It  may  be  fup- 
poled  ra  be  in  one  part^  and  on  enquiry  be  found 
to  be  in  another}  or  partly  in  all.    This  obfcuriiy 

Js  naturally  '  .lerwovcn  with  what  are  called  mixed 
Governn.    A4* 

?r.  however,  t!*  reform  to  be  accompliihed 
tvnacc  ^er  it  may,  It  can  only  follow  in  confequenee 
of  firfl  obtaining  a  full  knowler^<^  of  all  the  caufes 

:that  have  rendered  fuch  rtJorm  necefikry,'  and 
tvery  thing  flioct  of  this  is  guefs-woork  or  frholoi^s 
cvnning.  In  this  cafe,  it  eannoe  be  fuppofed  that 
.  any  application  to  Parliament  can  bring  forward  this 
knowledge.  That  body  is  itfelf  the  fuppofed  caufe^ 
or  one  of  the  fupppfed  caufesj  of  the  ^btifea  in 
qucftionj  and  cannot  be  expe^ed,  and  ought  not 
to  be  afked,  to  give  evidence  againft  itfelf.  The 
eiiqwry,  therefore,  which  is  of  necefllty  the  tirft  ftep 
in  the  bufmefs,  cannot  be  entrufted  to  Parliament, 

.  but  muft  be  UQ4crraken  by  a  diAind  body  of  men, 
feparated  from  every  iufpicion  of  corruption  or  in- 
fluence. 

E  Inftead, 
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Irtftead,  then,  of  referring  to  rotten  Boroughs  and 
abfurd  Corporattoni  for  Addreflfes,  or  hawking 
them  about  chr  country  to  be  figned  by  a  few  de- 
|)endant  enanu,  the  real  and  elfedtual  mode  wdHiki 
be  to  come  at  once  to  the  point,  'and  to  ticertain 
die  fenfe  of  die  nation  by  elcding  a  N^onal  Con- 
▼endon.  By  this  method,  at  ^already  obferved^  the 
general  will,  whether  to  reform  or  not,  or  what 
the  reform  ihall  be,  or  how  far  it  fliall  extend)  will 
be  known,  md'it  cann(>(  be  ■kntiwrt'by  any  ether 
means.  Such  «  body,  ers^powered  and  fopperted 
by  the  nation,  wiU  have  authority  to  demand  in- 
fbrmation  upon  all  mattefs  fteceflriryt)obecni}utred 
into ;  and  no  Minifter,  nor  any  other  peribn,  w^U 
:dare  to  rcfufc  m.  It  will  then  b&feen  whether  fe- 
vemeei^  millions  of  t^ses  are  necei&ry,  and  for  what 
f)urpoiek  dley  «rc  ei^cn  Jed.  The  concealed  Pen- 
lion^rs  wiU  then  be  obliged  to  unmaik}  «nd  the 
Ibtiece  of  tnfluenee  and  'bomiption,  if  any  fuchr  there 
be,  wiUbe  laid  open  to  the  Mciotty  not  for  die  pur- 
<4lQfe  of  nveifge,  bitt  of  redfeft.        ? 

By  talciaig  this  public  and  national  |^Ad»  lU 
lobjei^ons  t^ainfl:  paitial  Addrefles  on  one  fide,  or 
fnrivate  aflbdations  on  the  othor,  wiH  be  done  away. 

-The   WiATIOR  will  l>tCR«E  tTt  OWK    REFOKMS  j 

and  the  clamour  about  Party  and  Fa^on,  or  ins 
vOr  Outs,  will  become  hdiculoos.  v 

,.    The  plan  and  otiguiiaacion  of  «  CoRveoiiOB  la 

eafy  inpraAice. 
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In  theBrft  place,  j^  jiumbcr  of  inhabitants  in 
every  qouniy  can  be  ftlfQjciehtly  enough  iGTiowtn 
frorathraiiaabcr  of  kouib  affeffed  to  the  Houfe 
and  WtiMlow«ltgfatitax  in  each  couity.  Xhia  will 
gb«  ^  rule  for  apportioning  the  nucnbff  of  Mem- 
bers to  be  eleded  to  the  Nattonid  Convenctoo  ia 
each  ofdie  coundes. 

If  the  total  number  ctfsnkabttants  ia,  England  be 
feinn  rhiltions,  and  the  total  number  of  Members 
to  be  ek£hrd  to  the  ColivenHon  be  one-^boufand^ 
ths  nunnbcr  of  Members  to  be  eleAed  ioi  4  county 
CQOGaining^  one  hundred  and:  fifty  thoufiud  infaa*> 
bkantt  wiU  he  /wMljr-M^and  in  like  prdfiord^ftibr 
any  othef  county.  .;•!:,,     ^ 

As  the  eledHon  of  a  ConrentloB  rsvb&f  uk  ordtt*  td 
tfivrtata  the  generfd  &a£e  of  the  oattott,:  go  on 
groitads  difierent  from  ahat  of  Parliamcntaay  elec« 
tions,  the  mode  that  beft  pronnifes  this  end  MU 
fanm  419  diffioiidties  to  combat  with  ifrom'  afaibrd 
cuflmns  and  pmended  rights.  Thd  right  ttfcireiy 
imm^l  be  the  iimie, 'whether  he  Itvet  Ihia  dlyi« 
town*  or  a  village.  Thecuftom  of  atcacbiflgAighlBi 
t^ fleet,  mr  m  ^dier  words  to  kiammate  amwft, 
Meadqfto  tiiepfi^a^  iodependcotly  «if  pkce^  it 
MO  afaAml  to  jnako  any  f»t  of  a  rational  argiiment« 
v^  As  every'  man  in  the  iiatiott  of  the  age  of  cweatjrf  , 
oneyranipiqra  taxeSfeijtiMirouc  of4ie.property  he  poyf* 
ftlfal,  orottt  of  theprbdtt^.of  hit  labour,  ithich  id 
pn^eity  to  bim  i  and:itiimenahle  in  hil  own, per- 
.  Im  to  every  law  of  the  land}  fo  has  every  one  fche 
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When  rhe  vich  plunder  the  poor  of  hit  rights,  it 
becomes  an^exartiple  to  the  poor  to  plunder  the  rich 
of  his  property  i  for  the  rights  of  the  one  are  a* 
much  property  to  him  as  wealth  is  property  to  the 
qther,  and  the  little  all  is  as  dear  as  the  mueb.    It 
is  only  by  fetting  out  on  juft  principles  that  niea  arc 
trained  to  be  juft  to  each  other  j  and  it  will  alwrays 
be  found,  that  when  the  rich  protcft  the  rights^f 
the  poor,  the  poor  will  proteft  the  property  of  the 
rich.    But  the  gaurantce,  to  be  eflfcftual,  iroift  be 
parliamentarily  reciprocal 
-   Exchifiorw  are  not  only  unjuft,  but  they  fre- 
quently operate  as  injurioufly  to  the  party  who  nio- 
nopolizes,  as  to  thofe  who  are  excluded.    When 
men  iiiek  to  exclude  otheri  from  participating  in 
the  exercife  of  any  right,  they  Oiould,  at  loaft,  be 
affured  thatthay  can  effeaually  perform  the  whole 
of  the  bufinefs  they  undertake ;  for  unlefs  they  do 
this,  themfclvcs  will  be  lofers  By  the  monOpi^y. 
Jhis  has  been  the  cafe  with  refpett  to  the  monopo- 
lized right  of  Ekaion.    The  monopolizing  party 
has  not  been  able  to  keep  the  Parliamentary  Re* 
prefemation,  to  whom  the  power  of  taxation  was 
"cntrufted,  in  the  ftate  it  ought  to  have  been,  and 
have '  thereby  multiplied    taxes  upon-  thcmfclves 
equally  with  thofe  who  were  excluded. 

A  great  deal  has  been,  and  will  continue  to  be 

faid,  about  difqualifications,  arifing  from  the  com- 

fiiiffion  of  offences  I  but  were  this  fubjeft  urged  to 

.    its  full  extent,  it  would  difqualify  a  great  number  of 

the  prcfent  Eleftors,  together  with  their  Reprefen- 

E  3  tatiyes; 
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»,i«. ,  fcr.  of  ril  oftntti.  ni«  «  ^  *(h»e^ 
ri«  to  the  morals  of  Society  *»  Bnb«y  Md  Cor- 
n,ptta..    I.to..he«fore,civil-n,«.l«cbperfor» 

,0  p.6  thi.  MH^  o«'.  "''  "  P«  *"•  •  ?" 
oppomnhy  of  recovertag.  or  «tl.er  of  c«.nrt. 

Every  thing,  in  the  prtfent  mode  of  eleaiofieer. 
Ing  in  England.  U  the  reverfe  of  «h«t  jt  oug^c  ^ 
be!  .n<i  the  vulgarity  that  attend.  deAion.  «  *« 
«her  than  the  natural  confcqucncc  of  mvming  the 
order  of  the  fyftem.  T\   t:\.^ 

in  the  firft  place,  the  Can^date  fcefcs  the  Elec 
tor,  hiftcad  of  the  Ekftor  feeking  for  a  Reprefenra. 
rite,  and  the  Elcftors  are  •dvmi^d  **  b^ngj" 
the  ititertll  of  the  Candidate,  infteado^^^ 

date  being  in  the  intereft  of  the  E»^^;^  J^ 
Caftdidate  pays  the  Eleaor  for  h.  vote   mftead  or 

the  mtion  paying  the  Reprrfenmive  for  h.s  «n^ 
,ad  attendance  on  publkbufinefs.  ^^^f^^^ 
ter  an  undue  ckaion  istrought  by  the  Ondidate, 
^  if  he,  ynd  not  the  E».<^or8.  were  the  P*^7 Jg; 
irrif  vcA  j  and  he  takes  on  himfelf,  at  any  pcriCHi  of 
The  election,  to  break  it  vp,  by  dedining,  »  tf  the 
eleaio'  was  in  his  right,  and  not  m  theirs. 

The  compaft  that  was  entered  into  at  the  Jaft 
,  Weftminfter  i^kaion  between  two  of  the  Candidates 
(Mr  Fox.'id  l^^  Hood)  was  an  im^ecent^^^^^ 
U  of  the  prinl^"  of  ekaio..  The  CandWa«» 
♦rumed.  in  thi^r  own  perfons.  the  "ghts  «f  tht 
Eleaors  i  for  it  ww  only  \n^  body  of  the  £!«:• 
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ears,  and  not  at  all  in  the  Candidates,  that  the  right 
of  making  any  fuch  compaA  or  compromile  could 
exifti  But  the  principle  of  Eleftion  and  Repreien* 
ution,  is  fo  compleatly  done  away,  in  ev<ry  ft.ge 
thereof,  that  inconfiftcncy  has  no  longer  the  power 
of  furprifing. 

Neither  from  «;lcdions  thus  conduced,  n<w  from 
rotten  Borougli  Addrcffers,  nor  from  County- 
meetings  promoted  by  Placemen  and  Pcnfioners^ 
can  the  fcnfe  of  the  nation  be  known.  It  is  ft  ill 
corruption  appealing  to  itfelf.  But  a  Convention 
of  athoufaiiKi  perfons,  fairly  elc^teds  would  bring 
every  matter  to  a' decided  iffue. 

As  to  County-meetings,  it  is  only  perfons  of  ki- 
C^e,  or  thofc  who  live  near  to  the  place  of  meering, 
that  can  attend,  and  the  number  pn  fuch  occafion$ 
is  but  like  a  drop  io  th(p  bucket  compared  with  th< 
whole.    The  only  confiftcnt  fcrvice  which  fuch 
^i^tin^  CQ11I4  r? »4f  r,  would  bf  that  of  apportion- 
ing the  county  into  convenient  diftri^s  i  and  when    ^1^^* 
|h» »» «i«M»P»  c»^H  ^^»^  ""*8h'»  according  to  itt' 
fiumber  of  inhabit^ot^,  eie^  its  quou  of  County 
Memlicrt  «o  ?he  |*aUQ»al  Convention  i  and  the  vote 
of  each  ElcftiJr  pught  im  taken  in  the  parilh  where 
^e  reCded,  either  by  ballot  or  by  voice,  i^  he  Q^sM 
^hMfe  ro  give  ii, 

^  Natip«4l  Convention  thus  formed  wouki  bring 

together  the  ienfe  ^  opinions  oC^jjry  part  of  the 

j^iom  My  t«»kcn.    The  i^ienqfiaV^Govtmment, 

1^  ^  intereft  of  the  Public,  and  of  the  feveral 

,  .  E4  '  P*ris 
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p,       LETTER  TO  THE  ADDRESSERS, 
parts  thereof,  would  then  undergo  an  ample  and 
rational  difcuflion,  freed  from  the  language  of  par- 
liamentary difguife.  . .   ,    ,       , 
But  in  all  deliberations  of  this  kind,  though  men 

have  a  right  to  reafon  with,  and  endeavour  to  con- 
vincc  each  other,  upon  any  matter  that  refpeft* 
their  common  good,  yet,  in  point  of  praftice,  the 
majority  of  opinions,  when  known,  forms  a  rule  for 
the  whole,  and  to  this  rule  every  good  citizen  prac- 
tically conforms. 

Mr.  Burke,  as  if  he  knew,  (for  ?very  concealed 
Pcnfioner  has  the  opportunity  of  knowing)  that  the 
abufes  aacd  under  the  prefent  fyftem,  are  two  fla-       ■ 
grant  to  be  palliated,  and  that  the  majority  of  opi- 
nions, whenever  fuch  abufes  Ihould  be  made  pub^ 
lie,  would  be  for  a  general  and  effcftual  reform, 
has  endeavoured  to  preclude  the  event,  by  fturdiljp 
denying  the  right  of  a  majority  of  a  nation  to  aft        . 
^  a  whole,    l^ct  us  bcftow  s^  thought  upon  thi* 

cafe.  .       r 

When  any  matter  is  propofed  as  a  Habjeft  for 
confultation,  it  neceffarily  implies  fomc  mode  1^. 
decifion.    Common  confent,  arifing  from  «bfolutc*  5^ 
mcceffity,  has  placed  this  in  a  majority  of  opinions ; 
bccaufc  withput  it  there  can  be  no  decifion,  and 
conlequendy  no  order.   It  is,  perhaps,  the  only  atCt 
in  which  mankind,  however  various  in  their  idea* 
yppn  other  macKrs,  can  confiftently  be  unanimous  ^ 
bccaufe  it  is  a  mode  of  dccifiOA  derived,  from  thfe 
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primary  original  riglrt  of  every  individual  concern- 
ed} /i&4/  right  b(ing  firft  individually  excercifcd  in 
giving  an  opinion,  and  whether  that  opinion  fhaW 
arrange  with  the  minority  or  the  majority,  is  a  fub- 
fequent  accidental  thing  that  neither  increafes  nor 
diminilhes  the  individual  original  right  itfclf.  Prior 
to  any  debate,  enquiry  or  vcftigation,  it  is  not  iup- 
pofed  to  be  known  on  which  fide  the  majority  of 
opinions,  will  fall,  and  therefore  whilft  this  mode  of 
decifion  fecurcs  to  every  one  the  right  of  giving  an 
opinion,  it  admits  to  every  one  an  equal  chance  in 
the  ultimate  event. 

Among  the  matters  that  will  prefcnt  themfelvcs 
to  the  confideration  of  a  National  Convention, 
there  is  one,  wholly  of  a  domeftic  nature,  biA,  fo 
marvelouQy  loaded  with  confufion,  as  to  appear,  at 
firft  fight,  almoft  impoffible  to  be  reformed.  I 
mean  the  condition  of  what  is  called  Law. 

But,  if  we  examine  into  the  caufe  from  whence 
this  confufion,  now  fo  much  the  fubjeft  of  univer^ 
fal  c<xnplaint,  is  produced,  not  only  the  remedy 
wtU  immediately  prefcnt  itfclf,  but  with  it,  the 
tneans-of  preventing  the  like  cafe  hereafter. 

In  the  firft  place,  the  confiifion  has  generated  it- 
ielf  from  the  abfurdity  of  every  ParlUiment  afium-r 
ing  to  b)e  eternal  in  power,  and  the  laws  partake  in  a 
iimiliar  manner  of  this  aflumptibn.  They  have  no 
;periodQf  legal  or  natural  expiration  j  and,  however 
^bfurd  in  principle,  or  inconfiilent  in  practice  many 
Qf  ?hem  have  J?ccQmc,  they  ftill  are,  if  not  efpe- 
,       .  .  cially 
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y.       LETTER  TO  THE  ADDRESSERS,^ 
ci«aiy  repeakd,  confidtred  as  making  a  part  of  the 
Rcneral  tnafs.    By  this  mean*  the  body  of  what  la 
calkd  Law*  is  fpread  over  a  Ipacc  of/ry«-«/  *««- 
dnd  years.  cotnp«hrnding  laws  ohfolete.  laws^rc-^ 
pugnant,  law*  ridicuiou*,  and  every  other  kind  of 
Ls  forgotten  or  remembered,  and  what  rtndtra. 

the  cafe  ftiU  worfe  is,  that  the  confufton  muUipUca 

with  the  progrcfs  of  time.  •        '       .       .^  '^ 
To  bring  this  mifthapen  monfta  into  form  awi 

to  pnrvent  i.s  UpGng  again  into  a  wildcrneft  date. 

«,ly  two  thmgs,  and  thofe  very  fimplc.  are  ne. 

"*  Thl'firft  is.  to  review  the  whole  mafa  of  Uwi.  and 
to  bring  forward  fuch  only  as  are  worth  retaining, 
.«d  ietlllthe  reft  drop,  and  to  give  tQ  the  law,  fp 
brought  forward  a  new  era  commencing  ffoa>  thq 
time  of  fuch  reform.  •  . 

Secondly,  that  at  the  expiration  of  every  »»«•»  7^ 
J;ea«,^anyotherftatedperiad)ahker.view 

Ml  «gain  t>c  taken,  and  the  lawa  found  proper  IQ 
t«  ret2ned.be  again  carried  forward,  commenang 

with  that  date,  and  theufckfs  laws  dropt  and  djfo^ 
tinued.  By  this  means  there  can  be  i»^fole« 
laws,  and  fcarcely  fuch  a  thing  as  laws.ftan&ng  m 
direa  or  equivocal  cowradiftioo  to  each  other,  ana 

t  Inthetinieof  Henry  the  Fourth.  .  la«r  wm  f^^^^ 
Ing  it  felony  ••  to  multiply  gold  or  fiUcr.  or  to  ^f^^^^^^ 

'  ^u^-^^-^^^^"^    Itw;u.)ien«. 

.  .  every 
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erery  pcrfon  will  know  the  period  of  time  to  which 
he  i»  to  look  back  for  all  the  laws  in  being. 

It  is  Worth  remarking,  that  whilft  every  other 
braodh  of  feiance  is  brought  within  fome  commo. 
dious  iyftein.  and  the  ftudy  of  it  fimplified  by  ealy 
methods,  the  laws  take  the  contrary  courfe,  and  ^  > 
COree  every  year  more  complicated,  entangled,  con- 
ftited,  and  obfcure. 

Amohg  the  paragraphs  which  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral has  taken  from  the  Rights  ofMarif  and  put  into 
bis  information,  one  is,  that  were  f  have  faid,  "  that 
**  with  refpeft  to  regular  law,  there  vi  Jcarctly  Juth 
"stbiMg." 

As  I  do  not  know  whether  the  Attorney-General 
means  to  (hew  this  expreffion  to  be  libellous,  be« 
caufe  it  is  trv i,  or  becaufe  it  is  FAtsE,  I  fhall  maktt 
no  diher  reply  to  him  in  this  place  than  by  remark- 
ing, thai  if  almanack-makers  had  not  been  more  ju- 
dicious than  law-makers,  the  ftudy  of  almanacks 
^otsld  by  this  time  have  become  as  abftrufe  as  the 
ftudy  of  law,  and  we  fliould  hear  of  a  library  of  al- 
vtttnkcki  4s  we  n6w  do  of  ftatutes  j  but  by  the  fim- 
pie  opcepatlon  of  letting  the  obfolete  matter  drop^ 
and  carrying  forward  that  wily  which  it  proper  to 
be  RTtuned,  all  that  is  neceflary  to  be  known,  is 
(bund  within  the  fpace  of  a  year,  and  laws  alfo  ad« 
mit  of  being  kejat  within  fome  given  period. 

1  ihttt  here  clofe  this  letter,  ib  hr  as  it  refpe6la 
the  Addrefiers,  the  Proclamation,  aiid  the  Profccu. 
tionj  and  Ihall  oflfcr  s  fev?  obfcrvatwns  to  the 
c      ,  Society' 
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SocLty    mling     itfelf    "  THl    «-EHD.     o,    TH. 

■'  Zf  fc-..n«  of  g<.v«n,«nt  U  b.g-ng  » 
w  better  onderftood  than  in  former  t.me>.  .nd  th« 
».t  "ffiaion  and  politid  fuperftition,  and  of 

the  experience  of  every  day  prove.  »  be  true.  a.  ..U 

in  En-^land  as  in  other  countries. 

I,  therefore  it  H  impoffibl.  to  calcnUtc  the  filent 

progrefs  of  opinion,  and  alfo  innpoffible  to  ff.vem  . 

Sn  after  I  ^  changed  its  habits  of  th.n  .ng 

b,  the  craft  or  p^icy  that  u  was  governed  by  be- 
fore, the  only  trui  method  to  prevent  popular  d^ 
VJnUt,  and  commotion,  is.  to  thnw.  by  every  fa« 
eonttnis  a  „,„,  ,11  rf„  liaht  upon  the  fubjeft 

and  ratbnal  argument,  all  tneiigi"  i~    ,„.,;„ 

that  can  poffibly  be  thrown,  and.  at  the  fame  t.m«. 
Vn  <He  means  of  colleaing  the  gene«^nfc  o^ 
.He-ionia„athisc~^^^^^ 
^l^ZT^n^^iionwiU^uietitfeir 

fc      hv  havina  a  centre  to  reft  «pon- 

^  •    ^ThrfocietyalreaJymemioned,(whichismadeup 

.fl^n  0  va  ious  defcriptions.  but  chiefly  •ofthofe 
irBWites.)  appears  to  me,  either  to  h^veta^n 

:      ..ong  grounds  ftom  «ant  of  J>;^~-°  ^ 
afted  with  cunning  referve.    It  is  now  am      b 
people  *ith  anew  piuafe,  namely,  that  of"  a  tempe- 
n  e  and  mbderL  reform."  the  interpretation  o' 

If  m  cmpuMH  all  Ui«!l>M /'»•'■  ^^ 
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^>;ON  THE  LATE  PROCLAMATION.      11 
.:  Who  are  thofe  that  are  frightened  at  reforms? 
Are  the  public  afraid  that  their  taxes  (hwld  be  IcC- 
fened  top  much  ?  Are  they  afraid  thatfinccurcplaccs 
and  penfions  Diould  he  abolished  too  fuft?  Arc  the 
poor  afraid  that  their  condition  Ihould  be  rendered 
too  comfortable  ?  h  the  "worn-out  mechanic,  or  tlic 
aged  and  decayed  tradefman,  frightened  at  the  pro* 
fpc£t  of  receiving  ten  pounds  a  year  out  of  the  fur- 
plua  taxes  ?  h  the  foldicr  frightened  at  the  thoughts 
of  his  difcharge,  and  three  (liillings  per  week  during 
life?  Is  the  Tailor  afraid  that  prefs-warrants  will  be 
abolifticd?  The  Society  miftakes  the  fears  of  bo- 
rough-mongers, placemen,  and  i^nfioners,  for  the 
fears  of  the  people  j  and  the  temperate  and  moderate 
Reform  it  talks  of,  is  calculated  to  fuit  the  condition 

of  the  former.  ijl 

Thofe  words,  "  temperate  and  moderate,"  arc  , 
words  ithcj  of  political  cowardicc,.or  of  cunning,  ot 
.   feduaion.— A  thing,  moderately  good,  is  not  fo 
goo^  as  it  ought  to  be.     Moderation  in  temper  is 
always  a  virtue  j  but  moderation  in  principle  is  a 
fpecies  of  vice.    But  who  is  to  be  thejadge  of  what 
is  a  terj^erate  and  moderate  Reform  ?  The  Society 
is  the  reprefentative  of  nobody  $  neither  can  the  un- 
reprefented  part  of  the  nation  commit  this  power  to 
thofe  in  Parliament,  in  whofe  tleftion  they  had  no 
choices  and,  therefore,  even  upon  the  ground  the 
Society  has  taken,  recourfc  inuft  be  had  to  a  Na- 
tional Convention.  ^ 

The 
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The  ot^cAion  which  Mr.  Fox  nude  co  Mr. 
Ctey't  propoTed  Motion  for  t  ParliMnemaiy  Referm 
was,  that  it  conuined  oo  ^Ua.<M.It  certainly  did  nor. 
But  the  pUn  very  aSi\y  prefeius  itrdfi  and  whilft 
it  is  fair  for  all  parties,  it  prevcnn  die  dangers  that 
anight  otherwite  arife  froM  private  or  popular  dif- 


THOMAS  PAINE. 
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